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INTRODUCTION

All praise is due to the Lord of Creation and may the
blessings and peace be upon the most noble of the
messengers, our Prophet Muhammad, may Allah bless him
and bestow peace upon him, his family, and his companions.

As for what follows:

I gathered in this humble research the verses of the book of
Allah, the hadith of His prophet's sunnah (sallallahu alaihi
wa sallam) and proof of what was the belief of Ahlus
Sunnah wal Jama'ah regarding the torment and bliss of the
grave, and how it differs from the belief of the misguided
groups from amongst the people of innovation and desires.

Indeed, it is the first stage that the slave proceeds to after the
worldly life. In it, the people of Al-Barzakh will find what
they deserve of torment or bliss, depending on their state in
the dunya, and then to Heaven or the Hell-fire, and therein
will reside in the never-ending residence.

We ask Allah, the Most High, to make it sincerely for His
Face and that it becomes a cause for the unheeding to take
heed and awaken the sleeping, so that they may be saved
from Allah's punishment, and that it may be a cause for the
righteous to increase in good deeds until they obtain Allah's
mercy.



Likewise, we ask Him, the Glorified, to bless us with Heaven
and the speech and actions that draw a person close to it. We
seek refuge in Him from the Fire and the speech and actions
that draw a person close to it. Verily, He's All-Hearing, near,
and responsive.

May Allah bless our prophet Muhammad, his family and
companions, and send upon them abundant peace.

Abu Ibrahim Muhammad bin Abdul-Wahhab Al-Wasabi

ot 2 2 JoX
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CHAPTER ONE: THE QURANIC VERSES

1. Allah, the Most High, said:
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“And if you could but see when the dhalimun
(polytheists and wrong-doers, etc.) are in the agonies
of death, while the angels are stretching forth their
hands (saying): 'Deliver your souls! This day you
shall be recompensed with the torment of
degradation because of what you used to utter
against Allah other than the truth. And you used to
reject His ayat (proofs, evidences, verses, lessons,
signs, revelations, etc.) with disrespect!”” 1

2. Allah, the Most High, said:

1 Soorah Al-An'am (6:93)
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“And among the Bedouins round about you, some
are hypocrites, and so are some among the people of
Al-Madinah, they exaggerate and persist in
hypocrisy, you know them not, We know them. We
shall punish them twice, and thereafter they shall be
brought back to a great torment.” 2

3. Allah, the Most High, said:

PN T A P A - - ” g 7
(&) S 42253258 JE O Ipemi b o 1055 )

orr. At A Lt s R o R B, ’ A rnh 852
\/—').99.)‘3 Ji U’:-" Al ‘:_}“ 9 ey N5oe (de ymm H0

“So Allah saved him from the evils that they plotted
(against him), while an evil torment encompassed
Fir'aun's people. The Fire; they are exposed to it,
morning and afternoon, and on the Day when the
Hour will be established (it will be said to the

2 Soorah At-Taubah (9:101)
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angels): ‘Cause Fir'aun's people to enter the severest
torment!™ 3

4. Allah, the Most High, said:
{ @A L5 825 &2 Bl A3y
“Verily, for him is a life of hardship, and We shall

raise him up blind on the Day of Resurrection.” 4

5. Allah, the Most High, said:
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“Allah will keep firm those who believe, with the
word that stands firm in this world (i.e., they will
keep on worshipping Allah Alone and none else),
and in the Hereafter.” 5

6. Allah, the Most High, said:
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8 Soorah Ghafir (40: 45-46)
4 Soorah Ta-Ha (20:124)
5 Soorah Ibrahim (14:27)
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“And verily, We will make them taste of the near
torment prior to the supreme torment, in order that
they may return.” 6

7. Allah, the Most High, said:

z
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“And verily, for those who do wrong, there is
another punishment before this, but most of them
know not.””

7ot £ 2 I

6 Soorah As-Sajdah (32: 21)
7 Soorah At-Tur (52: 47)
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CHAPTER 2: THE PLEASURE OF THE GRAVE

1. It is related from Abu Hurayrah (radiallahu anhu) that
the Messenger of Allah (sallallahu alaihi wa sallam) said:
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“Verily, the believer in his grave is in a green
garden. For his sake, his grave is widened seventy
arm lengths and it is lit up for him like the light of
the full moon. Do you know why this verse was
revealed: 'Verily, for him is a life of hardship, and
We shall raise him up blind on the Day of
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Resurrection?' Do you know the meaning of 'for him
is a life of hardship'? They said: "Allah and His
messenger knows best” He said: ‘That is the
punishment of the disbeliever in his grave. By the
One in Whose Hand is my soul, ninety nine tinneen
are set upon him. Do you know what a tinneen is?
Ninety nine snakes and every snake has seven
heads. They bite and scratch him till the Day of

17 g

Resurrection.

2. It is related from Jabir bin Abdullah Al-Ansari that he
related that the Prophet (sallallahu alaihi wa sallam) said:
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“When the believer sees how his grave has been
made wide for him, he will say: 'Let me return to my
family so I can inform them.' Then he will be told:
'Rest'.”

3. Itis related from Abu Qatada (radiallahu anhu) who said
that a funeral passed by the Messenger of Allah
(sallallahu alaihi wa sallam) and he said:

8 Reported by Abu Ya'la and Ibn Hiban. Sheikh Al-Albani (rahimahullah)
declared it to be good in "Sahih At-Targib wa At-Tarhib, number: 3552.
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“Relieved and relieving.” They asked: “Messenger
of Allah, what is relieved and relieving?” He said:
“The believing slave is relieved from the troubles
and hardships of the world and leaves for the Mercy
of Allah, while the wicked slave relieves the people,
the land, the trees, and the animals from him.” 9

4. It is related from Abu Hurayrah that the Prophet
(sallallahu alaihi wa sallam) said:
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“Carry the deceased quickly. If he was righteous, it
is good you are advancing him to. If he was other

? Reported by Al-Bukhari, number: 6147 and 6148; and Muslim, number:
950.
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5.

than that, then it is an evil you are removing from
your necks.” 10

It is related from A'ishah that she said: “The Messenger
of Allah (sallallahu alaihi wa sallam) said:
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'He who loves to meet Allah, Allah loves to meet
him, and he who dislikes to meet Allah, Allah
dislikes to meet him.' So I said: 'Oh Prophet of Allah,
regarding the dislike of death, we all dislike death.’'
Then he said: 'It's not like that, rather, when the
believer is given the good news of the mercy of
Allah and His pleasure and His garden, he wants to
meet Allah and so Allah wants to meet him. But
when the unbeliever is given the news of the
punishment of Allah and His wrath, then he

10 Reported by Al-Bukhari, number: 1252; and Muslim, number: 944.
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dislikes to meet Allah and so Allah dislikes meeting
him.”” 11

6. It is related from Umm Salama that the Messenger of
Allah (sallallahu alaihi wa sallam) came to Abu Salama.
His eyes were fixed open. He closed them, and then said:
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“When the soul is taken away, the sight follows it.”
Some of the people of his family wept and wailed.
So he said: “Do not supplicate for yourselves
anything but good, for the angels say "Ameen’ to
what you say.” He then said: “Oh Allah, forgive
Abu Salama, raise his rank amongst the rightly
guided, grant him a successor from amongst his
descendants who remain behind. Forgive us and

1 Reported by Al-Bukhari, number: 6142; and Muslim, number: 2684 and
2685, and the wording is his.
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him, Oh Lord of creation, and make his grave
spacious, and grant him light in it.” 12

7. ltisrelated from Al-Bara bin Aazib who said:
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12 Reported by Muslim, number: 920.
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"We went out with the Prophet (sallallahu alaihi wa
sallam) to the burial of a man from the Ansar until
we arrived at the grave, and he still had not been
placed in the grave. Then the Messenger of Allah
(sallallahu alaihi wa sallam) sat down facing the
Qiblah and we sat around him. You would have
thought that birds were upon our heads from our
silence, and in the hand of the Messenger of Allah
(sallallahu alaihi wa sallam) was a stick which he
was poking the ground with. Then he started
looking at the sky and looking at the earth and then
he looked up and down three times. Then he said to
us: ‘Ask Allah for refuge from the torment of the
grave.” He repeated this command two or three times.
Then he said: “Oh Allah, I seek refuge in you from
the torment of the grave,” three times. Then he said:
‘Verily, the believing slave, when leaving this life
and heading to the hereafter, angels will descend
upon him; their faces will be white as if they were
suns; they will have with them a shroud from the
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shrouds of Paradise, and an embalmment from the
embalmment’s of heaven. Then, they will sit within
eye-shot of him. Then the angel of death (alaihi
assalaam) will come and sit at his head and will say
‘Oh you virtuous (and in another narration: peaceful)
soul, come out to a forgiveness and a pleasure from
‘your Lord.” So it will come out as a drop comes out
of the mouth of a jug, then he will take it (or in
another narration: until the soul comes out and
every angel between the heavens and the earth and
every angel in the heavens prays for him, and the
heavens' gates are opened, and there is not an
inhabitant of the gates except that they are calling to
Allah to be the one that the soul is risen to), not
leaving it in his hand for longer than a blink of an
eye until they have placed it in that shroud and that
embalmment. And that is the meaning of His, the
Most High's, saying: 'Our Messengers take his soul,
and they never neglect their duty.”"1> And there will
emanate from him a smell like that of the sweetest
smelling musk on the face of the earth.

“Then they shall ascend with it (the soul) and they
shall not pass with it by any group of angels except
that they will say: 'What is this good and sweet-
smelling soul?' Then they shall say to them: 'So and
so, son of so and so,' choosing the best of the names
he used to be called by in this life. They ascend
until they reach the lowest sky; then they shall ask
permission to enter, and they shall be granted entry,
and they proceed to each heaven until they end at

13 Soorah Al-An'am (6: 61)
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the seventh heaven; then Allah, Exalted and High,
shall say:

“'Write the book of my servant in the Illiyyeen.! And
what will make you know what Illiyyun is? A
register inscribed. To which bear witness those
nearest (to Allah, i.e., the angels)."4

“So his book will be written in the Illiyyeen, and it
shall be said: 'Return him to the earth, for I
promised them I have created them from it, and into
it, I shall return them, and from it, I shall resurrect
them once again.'

“He said: "So he is returned to earth and his soul is
returned to his body.” He said: "And he will hear the
footsteps of his friends as they leave him. Then two
angels, severe in their reproachment, shall come and
terrify him and sit him up and shall ask him: 'Who
is your Lord?' He shall reply: 'My Lord is Allah.'
Then they shall ask him: 'What is your religion?' He
shall answer them: 'My religion is Islam.' Then they
shall ask him: 'Who is this man who was sent among
you?' He will reply: 'He is the Messenger of Allah
(sallallahu alaihi wa sallam).' Then they shall ask
him: 'What have you done?' He shall reply: 'I read
the book of Allah, then I believed in it and accepted
it.' Then the angel will terrify him and ask him:
'Who is your Lord? What is your religion? Who is
your prophet?” and this will be the last trial on earth

14 Soorah Al-Mutaffifin (83: 18)
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for the believer. It is then when Allah, the Almighty,
the Venerable, says:

“'Allah will keep firm those who believe, with the
word that stands firm in this world."5

“So he will answer: 'My Lord is Allah, my religion is
Islam and my Prophet is Muhammad (sallallahu
alaihi wa sallam).' Then a caller will call from the
sky: 'My slave has spoken the truth, so spread out
for him from heaven, and clothe him from heaven,
and open a door for him from heaven.' He said: "So
its goodness and its smell will come unto him and
his grave will be expanded for him as far as he can

14

see.

“Then a man will come to him (and in another
narration: will be embodied for him). His face will
be handsome, his clothes will be nice, and his smell
will be sweet. Then he shall say unto him: 'I bring
you glad tidings of that which will make you happy:
rejoice with Allah's pleasure and gardens in which
there is enduring bliss. This is the day that you were
promised.' Then he will say: 'May Allah give you
glad tidings of goodness; who are you, for your face
is the face of someone who comes with good news?'
He shall reply: 'I am your good deeds, by Allah, I
did not know you but that you were quick to the
obedience of Allah and slow to His disobedience, so
may Allah reward you with good.' “Then a door to
Heaven and Hell is opened for him and it is said to

15 Soorah Ibrahim (14: 27)
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him: 'This is your place; if you had disobeyed Allah,
He would have replaced it with this.'! When he saw
that which is in Heaven he said: 'My Lord, bring the
hour so that I might return to my family and my
wealth.' It will be said to him 'Be calm.'

“He said: “And the disbelieving (and in another
narration: wicked) slave, when leaving this life and
heading to the hereafter, then rough, severe angels
will descend upon him, their faces will be black,
they will have with them a sack made of fire. Then
they will sit within eye-shot of him. Then the angel
of death will come and sit at his head and will say:
'Oh you wicked soul; come out to your Lord's anger
and fury.”

“He said: ‘So it will spread out throughout his body,
then he will rip it out as a skewer with many prongs
is ripped out of damp cotton and it tears and cuts the
nerves and blood vessels as it is removed. Then he
will be cursed by all the angels between the heavens
and the earth and by all the angels in the heavens,
and the gates of heaven are closed. There is not an
inhabitant of the gates except that they are calling to
Allah that the wicked soul is not ascended to their
side. Then he will take it, not leaving it in his hand
for longer than a blink of an eye until they have
placed it in that sack. And there will emanate from it
a stench like that of the most foul smelling corpse
on the face of the earth. Then they shall ascend with
it, and they shall not pass with it by a group of
angels except they will say: "Who is this wicked
soul?” Then they shall say to them: "Such and such,
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son of such and such,” choosing the most hated of
the names he used to be called in this life. When
they reach the lowest heaven they shall ask
permission to enter, and they shall not be granted
entry.” Then the Messenger of Allah (sallallahu
alaihi wa sallam) recited: “For them, the gates of
heaven will not be opened, and they will not enter
Paradise until the camel goes through the eye of the
needle."16

“Then Allah, Almighty and Venerable, shall
say: ‘Write his book in the Sijjeen in the lowest
earth.” Then it will be said: 'Return my slave to the
earth, for I promised them that I have created them
from it, and into it, I shall return them, and from it, I
shall resurrect them once again.’

“Then his soul shall be thrown from the sky with a
mighty hurl until it is cast into his body.” Then he
(the Prophet sallallahu alaihi wa sallam) read: “And
whoever assigns partners to Allah, it is as if he had
fallen from the sky, and the birds had snatched him,
or the wind had thrown him to a far off place.”?””
Then his soul will be returned to his body.’

“He (the prophet) said: "Verily, he will hear the
footsteps of his friends when they leave him. Then
two harsh, severe and fearsome angels shall come
and terrify him and sit him up and they shall ask
him: “‘Who is your Lord?’ He shall reply: "Huh? Huh?
I do not know.” Then they shall ask him: "What is

16 Soorah Al-A'raf (7: 40)
17 Soorah Al-Hajj (22: 31)
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your religion?” He shall answer them: "Huh? Huh? I
do not know.” Then they shall ask him: "Who is this
man who was sent among you?” He was not guided
to his name so it was said: ‘"Muhammad! Then he
said: Huh? Huh? I do not know; I heard people
saying that!’

“He (the Prophet sallallahu alaihi wa sallam)
said: “And then it will be said to him: 'Neither do
you know nor did you recite!” Then a caller will call
from the sky: "He disbelieved! So spread out for him
to the hell fire, and open a door for him to the hell
fire!” So, its heat and hot wind will come unto him,
and his grave will become narrow until his limbs
are caught up among one another.

“Then a man will come to him (or in another
narration: will be embodied for him). His face will
be ugly, and his clothes will be ugly, and his smell
will be vile. Then he shall say to him: I bring you
tidings of that which will harm you. This is the day
that you were promised.” Then he will say: “And you,
may Allah give you tidings of evil! Who are you?
Your face is the face of someone who brings evil.’
He shall reply: ‘I am your evil deeds, by Allah, I did
not know of you except that you were quick to the
disobedience of Allah and slow to His obedience, so,
may Allah recompense you with bad!” Then there
will be assigned to him a blind, deaf and mute
person who holds in his hand a hammer’ if a
mountain were hit with it, it would disintegrate, and
he will beat him with it until he becomes dust, and
then Allah will render him to his initial form, and
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he will beat him again, and he will scream out with
a cry that will be heard by everything except
humans and jinn, and a door of hell will be opened
unto him within his grave and will spread out for
him sheets of hell fire.” Then he shall say: "My Lord,
do not bring the hour.”18

8. Itis related from Awf bin Malik (radiallahu anhu) that he
said:
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8 Reported by At-Tayalasi, number: 752; Ahmad, number: 30/499; Al-
Hakim, number: 1/37-40; Abu Dawud, number: 4753; and Al-Ajurry in
"Ash-Shari'ah." Abu Na'im declared it to be authentic, as well as Al-
Hakim, Adh-Dhahabi, Ibn Al-Qayyim in "Ahkam Al-Jana'iz", pages: 189-
202, the Al-Ma'arif Publications print.

Sheikh Mugbil declared it as good in "As-Sahih Al-Musnad Mimma
Laisa fi As-Sahihain".
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“The Messenger of Allah prayed over the deceased
so I memorized his supplication, he said: 'Oh Allah,
forgive him, have mercy upon him, give him peace
and absolve him. Receive him with honour and
make his grave spacious; wash him with water,
snow and hail. Cleanse him from faults as a white
garment is cleansed from dirt. Replace him with an
abode more excellent than his abode, with a family
better than his family, and with a partner better than
his partner. Admit him to the Garden, and protect
him from the torment of the grave and the torment
of the Fire.” He said: “I wished that I were this dead
body.” 19

9. Itisrelated from Abi Hurayrah:
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19 Reported by Muslim, number: 963.
As it is reported in “Ahkam Al-Jana'iz” by Sheikh Al-Albani
(rahimahullah), page: 157.
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“When the soul of a believer exits (the body), it is
received by two angels who raise it up.” Hammad
mentioned the sweetness of its scent and he
mentioned the musk. The inhabitants of the
heavens said: “Here comes the pious soul from earth,
may Allah bless you and the body in which you
used to reside.” It is carried to its Lord, the Exalted
and Glorious. Then he says: “Take it to its last.”

When the disbeliever's soul leaves the body,
Hammad made a mention of its foul smell and of its
being cursed, the inhabitants of the heavens say: “A
dirty soul from earth.” He said: "And it is said: "Take
it to its last appointment.””
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Abu Hurayrah (radiallahu anhu) said: "The
Messenger of Allah (sallallahu alaihi wa sallam) put

a thin cloth which was with him upon his nose like
this.” 20

10. It is related from Masruq that he said:
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20 Reported by Muslim on his own, number: 2872.
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“We asked Abdullah bin Mas'ud about this
verse: "Think not of those who are killed in the way
of Allah as dead. Nay, they are alive, with their Lord,
and they have provision.””2t

“He said: 'We asked about the verse (from the
Prophet) and he said: 'The souls, of the martyrs live
in the bodies of green birds who have their nests in
chandeliers hung from the throne of the Almighty.
They eat the fruits of Paradise from wherever they
like and then nestle in these chandeliers. Their Lord
cast a glance at them and said: ‘Do you desire
anything?’ They said: "'What more can we desire? We
eat the fruit of Paradise from wherever we like.
Their Lord asked them the same question three
times. When they saw that they will continue to be
asked and not left, they said: ‘Oh Lord, we wish that
you may return our souls to our bodies, so that we
may return to the Dunya and be slain in your cause
once again.! When He saw that they had no need,
they were left.””” 22

2 Soorah Aal-Imran (3: 169)

2 Reported by Imam Muslim, number: 1887; and At-Tirmidhi.
At-Tirmidhi reported it on the authority of Ka'b bin Malik, as it is in
Sahih Al-Jami' by Sheikh Al-Albani (rahimahullah), number: 1559.

Ibn Majah reported on the authority Umm Bashr bin Al-Bara bin Ma'rur
and Ka'b bin Malik, as it is in “Sahih Al-Jami” by Sheikh Al-Albani

(rahimahullah), number: 1560.
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A Summary Of The Pleasures Of The Grave

1. Its width.

2. Its comfort.

3. The grave of the believer is lit like the night of a full moon.
4. The opening of a door to Heaven.

5. The opening of a window to Heaven.

6. The believer's clothes in the grave.

7. His righteous companions.

8. His surety at the time of questioning.

9. His request to the angels to be allowed to pray.

10. His request to be returned to his family to give them glad
tidings.
11. The believer's supplication to his Lord whilst in the grave:

"Oh Lord, establish the hour."

12. The believer's saying to his pallbearers: "Bring me forth,
bring me forth."

13. The angels' glad tidings of the Lord's pleasure and
Heaven for the believer when he is brought near.

14. The believer's love for meeting his Lord when he
approaches it.
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15. The believers' happiness to meet Him, sit with Him, and
being spoken to.

16. The angels that come with the angel of death to remove
the soul have white faces.

17. The believer's soul is wrapped in a shroud and
embalmment from Heaven by the angels.

18. The believer's soul is raised up to the seventh heaven.
19. And he is followed by those that are near to each heaven.

20. He is mentioned in the heavens by the most beloved
names to him.

21. His soul emanates the scent of the most beautiful

perfume.

22. There is not a single guardian of the gates of the heavens
except that they ask Allah to raise him by way of them.

23. Allah's saying to the angels: “Write my slave's book in
the Illiyeen.”

24. The angels saying to the believer: “Sleep the sleep of the
groom who does not awake except that his family has
become more beloved to him.”

25. The righteous companion's saying to the believer: “May
Allah reward you with good, for by Allah, indeed, I knew
you to rush to do good but you were slow to do evil.”
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26. The believer in his grave bears witness that there is none
worthy of worship except Allah and that Muhammad is the
messenger of Allah.

27. The believer is shown his place in Heaven day and night.

28. The saying of the inhabitants of the heavens to the souls
of the believers: “A good soul has come from the people of
Earth, may Allah bless you and your body that you used to
inhabit.”

29. The grave is a green garden for the believer.
30. The angels place the soul of the believer in white silk.

31. The believer is relaxed in his grave.
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CHAPTER 3: THE PUNISHMENT OF THE
GRAVE

11. It is related from Abu Ayub Al-Ansari (radiallahu anhu)
that he said:
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“The Prophet (sallallahu alaihi wa sallam) went out
when the sun had set and he heard a sound and said:
'A Jew being punished in the grave.'” 23

12. It is related from 'A'isha that a Jewish woman came to her
and mentioned the punishment of the grave saying:
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2 Reported by Al-Bukhari, number: 1309; and Muslim, number: 2869.
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“May Allah give you refuge from the punishment of
the grave!” So 'A'isha asked the Messenger of Allah
(sallallahu alaihi wa sallam) about the punishment
of the grave. He said: “Yes, the punishment of the
grave exists.” 'A'isha said: “After that, I never saw
the Messenger of Allah (sallallahu alaihi wa sallam)
pray a prayer without seeking refuge in Allah from
the punishment of the grave.”2

13. It is related from Abu Hurayrah that the Messenger of
Allah (sallallahu alaihi wa sallam) passed by a grave and
said:

o <

~ :«//f PRI ) T - % - ~ ~'::

))/.°/?

- - o T o P 020

4 - S o0 °o /.ff <. 0 % <z P
e Jaas e i Ji ) 1 dJU S AU

g5 8

G L 5 L il

“Bring me two palm stems.” Then he put one at his
head and the other at his feet, and it was said: “Oh
Prophet of Allah, will this benefit him?” He said:
“Some of the punishments of the grave will be
relieved for as long as these remain moist.” 25

2 Reported by Al-Bukhari, number: 1306; and Muslim, number: 903, 584,
and 586. And see As-Silsalah As-Sahihah by Sheikh Al-Albani, number:
1377; and Sahih At-Targhib wat Tarhib, number: 3557.

25 Reported by Ahmad: (15/429), (9686), checking done by Shu'aib and
Ibn Abi Shaibah.
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14. It is related that Anas bin Malik said:
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“Some of the companions of the Prophet (sallallahu
alaihi wa sallam), in whom I have no doubt,
informed me that one day the Messenger of Allah
and Bilal were walking through Al-Bagee' when the
Messenger of Allah said: 'Oh Bilal, do you hear
what I'm hearing?' He said: 'No, by Allah, oh
messenger of Allah.' He said: 'Do you not hear the
people of these graves being punished?' Meaning,
the graves of Jahiliyah.” 26

Sheikh Mugbil declared it to be authentic in "Jami' As-Sahih Mimma
Laisa fis Sahihain": (2/278).

2% Reported by Ahmad (21/271). Shuaib Al-Arna'ut declared it authentic
in his checking of Al-Musnad with the number: 13719, and he said: "In
Al-Bagee' is a mistake; what has been memorized in Bilal's story is what
happened in a garden owned by Abu Talhah.”
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15. It is related from Anas bin Malik (radiallahu anhu) that
the Prophet (sallallahu alaihi wa sallam) said:
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“If it were not that you would cease to bury the dead
in the graves, I would ask Allah to let you hear the
punishment in the grave.”?”

16. It is related that Ibn 'Umar (radiallahu anhu) said that the
Messenger of Allah (sallallahu alaihi wa sallam) said to
his companions at Al-Hijr,
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“Do not enter places of people who were punished
unless you do so weeping. If you are not weeping
then do not enter lest what befell them befalls
you.”28

%7 Reported by Imam Muslim alone, number: 2868.
28 Reported by Al-Bukhari, number: 4157 and 423; and Muslim, number:
2980.
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17. 1t is related that Jabir bin Abdullah Al-Ansari (radiallahu
anhu) said that the Messenger of Allah (sallallahu alaihi
wa sallam) said:
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“Jabir did you see where I was standing?” 1 said:
“Yes, oh Messenger of Allah.” He then said: “Then
go to those two trees and cut a twig from each of
them and take them to where I was standing and
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stand there where I was standing and place a twig
on the right and a twig on the left.” Jabir said: “So I
set out and took hold of a stone and broke it and
sharpened it and then I came to those trees and cut a
twig from each one of them. I then dragged them
until I was stood at the place where the Messenger
of Allah had stood and I placed a twig on the right
and a twig on the left. Then I met him and said: ‘Oh
Messenger of Allah, I have done that, but please
explain to me the reason for it.” So he said: 'I passed
by two graves, the occupants of which were being
tormented. I wanted to make intercession for them
so that they may be relieved of this torment for as
long as these twigs remain fresh.””2?

18. It is related that Abu Hurayrah said that a black woman
(or a youth) used to sweep the masjid. The Messenger of
Allah (sallallahu alaihi wa sallam) missed her and
inquired about her (or him). The people told him that she
he had died. He said:
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29 Reported by Al-Imam Muslim, number: 3012.



THE GRAVE: ITS TORMENT & ITS PLEASURE | 41

P
P

“Why did you not inform me?” It seemed as if they
had belittled her situation (or his situation). He said:
“Lead me to his grave.” They led him there and he
prayed over her and then said: “Verily, these graves
are full of darkness for their dwellers. Verily, the
Mighty and Glorious Allah illuminates them for
their occupants, due to my prayer over them.” 30

19. It is related from Abdullah ibn Umar that the Messenger
of Allah (sallallahu alaihi wa sallam) said:
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“When one of you dies, he is shown his place
morning and evening. If he is one of the people of
the Heaven, then it is among the people of Heaven.
If he is one of the people of the Fire, then it is
among the people of the Fire. It is said: 'This is your

30 Reported by Muslim, number: 956; and Baghawi (5/362).
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place until Allah raises you up on the Day of
Resurrection.'” 31

72% 2 3 Toi

31 Reported by Al-Bukhari, number: 1313; and Muslim, number: 2866.
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CHAPTER 4: REASONS FOR THE
PUNISHMENT OF THE GRAVE

20.1t is related from A'ishah, the wife of the Prophet
(sallallahu alaihi wa sallam), that she said:
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“The Prophet (sallallahu alaihi wa sallam) passed by
a Jewish woman whose family were crying for her,
then he said: 'They are crying for her and she is
being punished in her grave.’”32

21. It is related that Anas said,
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32 Reported by Al-Bukhari, number: 1227; and Muslim, number: 932.
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“There was a Christian man who became Muslim
and recited Al-Bagara and Al-Imran. He used to act
as a scribe for the Prophet (sallallahu alaihi wa
sallam). Then he reverted to being a Christian and
he used to say: 'Muhammad only knows what I
wrote for him.' Allah caused him to die and they
buried him. In the morning, the earth had thrown
him up. They said: 'This is the work of Muhammad
and his companions since he fled from them. They
dug our companion up and threw him out.' So they
dug a very deep grave and in the morning the earth
had thrown him up. They said, 'This is the work of
Muhammad and his companions since he fled from
them. They dug our companion up and threw him
out.' So they dug a grave for him as deep as they
could and in the morning the earth had thrown him
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up. So they knew that it was not done by people so
they left him there.”33

22. 1t is related that Ali said that on the day of (the Battle of)
Al-Ahzab, the Messenger of Allah said:
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“May Allah fill their homes and their graves with

fire; they have distracted us from the middle prayer
(i.e., Asr) until the sun set.”34

23. It is related that Abdullah bin Mas'ood related that the
Prophet (sallallahu alaihi wa sallam) said:
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3 Reported by Al-Bukhari, number: 3421; and Muslim, number: 2781.
3 Reported by Al-Bukhari, number: 2773; and Muslim, number: 627.
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“One of Allah's slaves was ordered to be beaten in
his grave one hundred times. He never ceased
asking and supplicating until it became one strike,
so he was struck once and his grave became filled
with fire. When he arose and regained
consciousness he said: 'What did you strike me for?'
They said: 'You prayed a prayer without purity and
you passed someone that was oppressed without
helping him.””35

24. It is related that Anas bin Malik (radiallahu anhu) said:
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“The Messenger of Allah (sallallahu alaihi wa
sallam) said: 'When I was ascended, I passed a
people whose nails were made of steel, with which
they scratched at their faces and chests! So I

% Reported by At-Tahawi in "Mushkil Al-Aathar"

Sheikh Al-Albani (rahimahullah) declared its chain of narration to be
"good" in "As-Silsilah As-Sahihah", number: 2774, and he said: "All of the
narrators are trustworthy."
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said: "Who are they Jibril?” He said: "They are the
ones who eat the flesh, and speak about their
honor.””36

25. It is related that Samura ibn Jundub (radiallahu anhu)
said:
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3% Reported by Ahmad (3/224), and Abu Dawud, number: 4878. Al-
Albani declared it authentic in Sahih Al-Jami', number: 5213, and in
Sahih Sunan Abi Dawud, number 4082. See Silsilah As-Sahihah, number:
533.

Sheikh Mugbil Al-Wadi'i also declared it authentic in "As-Sahih Al-
Musnad mimma Laisa fi As-Sahihain", number: (1/91).
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“The Messenger of Allah (sallallahu alaihi wa
sallam) used to frequently say: 'Has any of you had
a dream?' Then whoever Allah wished would
recount their dream. He said one morning: 'During
the night, two men came to me and said to me,
'Come on!' So, I went with them. We came to a man
who was lying on his back while another man was
standing over him with a stone which he then
dropped onto his head, crushing it. Then the stone
rolled away from him and he went after the stone to
retrieve it. When he returned to him, his head was
whole again and had become as it had been in the
first place. So he went back and hit him as he had
done the first time. I said to them, ‘Glory be to Allah!
Who are these two?’ They said, "Go on! Go on! We
went on and came to a man who was lying on his
back, and there was another man standing over him
with an iron hook. He went to one side of his face
and cut open the side of his mouth until it reached
the back of his neck and then his nostril to the back
of his neck and his eye to the back of his neck. (The
narrator said perhaps Abu Rajaa said: tear.) Then he
moved to the other side and did the same thing as he
had done to the first side. When he finished that
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side, the first side had become whole again. Then he
did the same thing all over again. I said, "Glory be to
Allah! Who are these two?’ They said to me, ‘Go on!
Go on!” And we went on until we came upon
something like an oven. (I think he said: There was
babble and shouting in it.) We looked down into it
and it contained naked men and women. The flames
would come at them from underneath, and when
those flames reached them, they cried out. I
asked, "Who are they?’ They said, ‘Go on! Go on!
And we went on until we came to a river (I think
that he said: Red like blood). In the river, there was a
man swimming, while on the bank of the river,
there was a man who had many stones with him.
When that swimmer swam and reached the one who
had gathered the stones, he forced his mouth open
and made him swallow a stone. Then he would
begin to swim and would come back to him again.
Whenever he came back to him, he forced open his
mouth and made him swallow a stone. I asked
them: "Who are these two?’ They said to me, "Go on!
Go on!” And we went on until we came to a man
with a repulsive appearance (or the most repulsive
man you have ever seen). He was at a fire which he
was kindling and which he was running around. I
said to them: "'Who is this?’ They said to me, "Go on!
Go on!” And we went on until we came to a green
meadow containing every type of spring flower. In
the middle of the meadow, there was a man so tall
that I could scarcely see his head, so high it was in
the sky. Around the man were the greatest number
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of children I have ever seen. I asked: "Who is this?
Who are they?’ They told me: “Go on! Go on!” And
we went on until we reached a huge tree, and I have
never seen any tree bigger or more beautiful than it.
They told me: "Climb it.” We climbed it and came to
a city built of gold and silver bricks. We came to the
door of the city and asked for it to be opened and it
was opened for us and we entered it. We were met
by men, half of whose physique was the most
beautiful you have ever seen and the other half was
the ugliest you have ever seen. The two said to them,
‘Go and plunge into that river.” There was a wide
river flowing there whose water was pure white.
They went and jumped into it and when they
returned to us, that evil had left them and they had
the most beautiful form.'

“He said, 'They said to me: "This is the everlasting
paradise, and that is your place.” I raised my eyes
upwards and there was a castle like a white cloud.
They said to me: “This is your place.” I said to
them: "May Allah bless you; let me enter it.” They
said: "No, not now. But you will enter it I said to
them: "This night I have seen marvels, but what are
these things which I have seen?' They said to
me: "We will tell you. The first man to whom you
came whose head was being crushed with the stone
is a man who memorized the Qur'an and then
abandoned it and slept through the obligatory
prayers. As for the man you came to whose jaw was
split to his neck, whose nostril to his neck and
whose eye to his neck, he was a man who went from
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his house and told lies which spread everywhere. As
for the naked men and women who were in
something like an oven, they were adulterers and
adulteresses. The man you came to who was
swimming in the river and being made to swallow
stones used to consume usury. The man with the
disagreeable appearance who was at the fire,
kindling it and running around it was Malik, the
guardian of Jahannam. The tall man in the meadow
was Ibrahim. The children who were around him
are all those who were born and died in the natural
state.'

“He said, 'One of the Muslims asked: 'Messenger of
Allah, the children of the idolaters as well?"” The
Messenger of Allah said, 'The children of the
idolaters as well. As for the people who were half
beautiful and half ugly, they are the people who
mixed righteous actions with evil actions. Allah
excused them.””37

37 Reported by Al-Bukhari, number: 6640.

Ibn Al-Qayyim (rahimahullah) said, in his book "Ar-Ruh" (print:
Muhammad Ali Subaih, page: 86):

"This is a clear text regarding the punishment of Al-Barzakh, as the
dreams of the prophets are revelation, which correspond to the actual
affair."

And Al-Qurtubi said, in his book "At-Tadhkira", as it is in "Mukhtasr At-
Tadhkirah" (print: Dar Al-Asimah, page 131): "Our scholars
(rahmatullahi alaihim) said: "There is no (hadith) clearer regarding the
state of those that are punished in their graves than Al-Bukari's hadith,
even if it was a dream, as the dreams of the prophets (alaihim assalaam)
are revelation. The proof being Ibrahim's (alaihi assalaam) saying: ‘O my
son! I have seen in a dream that I am slaughtering you,” so his son
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26. It is related that Abu Hurairah said:
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“We were walking with the Messenger of Allah
(sallallahu alaihi wa sallam) when we passed two
graves. Then he stood still and we stood with him.
His color started to change and he rolled up his
sleeves, so we said: 'What's the matter, oh Prophet of
Allah?' He said: 'Don't you hear what I'm hearing?'
We said: 'What is it, oh Prophet of Allah?' He said:

replies: ‘O my father! Do that which you are commanded.”" (As-Saffat:
102).
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“These two men are being severely punished in their
graves for a relatively minor sin.” We said: 'For what
are they punished, oh Prophet of Allah?' He said:
'One of them never used to clean urine from himself,
and the other used to harm the people by his speech
and walk amongst the people carrying tales.’

“So he called for two palm stalks and he put one
into each grave. We said: 'Will this benefit them, oh
Messenger of Allah?' He replied: 'Yes, it will lighten
their punishment for as long as it remains moist.””38

27. It is related from Ibn 'Abbas from the Prophet (sallallahu
alaihi wa sallam):
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38 Reported by Abu Hatim (3/106) in "Al-Thsan”. And Sheikh Mugbil
declared it as “good” in “Al-Jami' As-Sahih mimma laisa fi As-Sahihain”
(2/278-279).
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“He passed by two graves whose inhabitants were
being punished. He said, ‘They are not being
punished for anything very great. One of them used
to go around slandering people and the other did
not protect himself from urine.” Then he took a
green palm branch, split it in two and then stuck
one piece in each grave. Then he said: “‘May it (their
punishment) be lightened for them for as long as
they (the palm branches) do not dry out.””3?

28. It is related that AbdurRahman bin Hasanah (radiallahu
anhu) said:
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3 Reported by Al-Bukhari, number: 1312; and Muslim, number: 292.
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“I and Amr bin Al-'Aas (radiallahu anhu) went to
the Prophet (sallallahu alaihi wa sallam). He came
out with a leather shield. He covered himself with it
and urinated. Then we said: ‘Look at him. He is
urinating as a woman does.” The Prophet (sallallahu
alaihi wa sallam) heard this and said: 'Do you not
know what befell a person from amongst Banu
Isra'il (the children of Israel)? When urine fell on
them, they would cut off the place where the urine
fell; but he (that person) forbade them (to do so),
and so was punished in his grave.””’40

29. It is related from Abdullah bin Abbas that the Messenger
of Allah (sallallahu alaihi wa sallam) said:
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4 Reported by Abu Dawud (1/42), An-Nisa'i (1/26), and Ibn Majah
(1/124).

Sheikh Mugbil Al-Waadi'i (rahimahullah) said in "Al-Jami' As-Sahih
mimma laisa fi As-Sahihain" [in the chapter of "The Punishment of the
Deviant Mufti (1/43-44), the new print]: "This hadith is authentic in
accordance with the requirements of the two scholars (i.e., Al-Bukhari
and Muslim), even if there are some doubts concerning Abdul Wahid bin
Ziyad's narration from Al-A'mash, as Muawiyyah and Wakee' followed
him according to Imam Ahmad (4/196), and the hadith is from that
which Ad-Daraquitni proscribed Al-Bukhari and Muslim to report.”



THE GRAVE: ITS TORMENT & ITS PLEASURE | 59

“Verily, the majority of the punishments of the
grave are due to wurine, so remove it from
yourselves.”4l

30. It is related from Abdullah bin Umar (radiallahu anhu)
that he said:

“The Messenger of Allah (sallallahu alaihi wa
sallam) said: “The deceased is punished due to the
wailing done over him."”42

31. It is related that Abu Hurairah said:
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4 Reported by Abd bin Hamid, Al-Bazzar, At-Tabarani in "Al-Kabir",
Ad-Daraquitni, and Abu Na'im.

Sheikh Al-Albani (rahimahullah) declared it authentic in "Sahih Al-Jami',
number 2098.

4 Reported by Al-Bukhari, number: 1230; and Muslim, number: 927.

As it was in "Kitabul Jina'iz" by Al-Albani, page: 40.
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“When we conquered Khaibar, we gained neither
gold nor silver as booty, but we gained cows, camels,
goods and gardens. Then we departed with Allah's
Messenger (sallallahu alaihi wa sallam) to the valley
of Al-Qura, and at that time, Allah's Messenger
(sallallahu alaihi wa sallam) had a slave called
Mid am who had been presented to him by one of
Banu Ad-Dibbab. While the slave was dismounting
the saddle of Allah's Messenger (sallallahu alaihi
wa sallam), an arrow, the thrower of which was
unknown, came and hit him. The people
said, ‘Congratulations to him for the martyrdom.
Allah's Messenger said, 'No, by Him in Whose
Hand is my soul, the sheet of cloth which he had
taken (illegally) on the day of Khaibar from the
booty before the distribution of the booty, has
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become a flame of fire burning him.” On hearing
that from the Prophet (sallallahu alaihi wa sallam), a
man brought one or two leather straps of shoes and
said, 'These are things I took.” On that, Allah's
Messenger (sallallahu alaihi wa sallam) said, "This
is a strap, or these are two straps of fire.””43

32. It is related that Jabir bin Abdullah Al-Ansari (radiallahu
anhu) said:
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43 Reported by Al-Bukhari, number: 3993; and Muslim, number: 115,
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“A man died, so we washed him, we enshrouded
him, we embalmed him, and we placed him at the
place for the funeral prayer for the Messenger of
Allah, at the Standing Place of Jibril, then we called
the Messenger of Allah to pray for him. He came
with us and then he skipped a step, then he said:
'Perhaps your companion has a debt?' They said:
"Yes, two dinars.' So he began to fall behind and he
said: 'Pray for your companion.' A man from
amongst us, called Abu Qatada, said to him: 'O
Messenger of Allah, they are on me!' So the
Messenger of Allah said: 'They are on you and your
wealth, and the deceased is free from them?' and he
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said: 'Yes.' So he (the Messenger of Allah) prayed
over him.

“The Messenger of Allah began to say, whenever he
saw Abu Qatada (and in another narration: when he
saw him the next day): 'What have you done about
the two dinars?' He said: 'O Messenger of Allah, he
just died yesterday.' He continued like that, until he
finally said: 'I paid it, O Messenger of Allah.' He
(the Prophet) said: 'Now his flesh will begin to
cool.'""#4

33. It is related from Samurah bin Jundub (radiallahu anhu)
that the Prophet (sallallahu alaihi wa sallam) prayed a
funeral prayer (and in another narration: prayed the
morning prayer).
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4 Reported by Al-Hakim (2/58), and the wording of the hadith is his; Al-
Bayhaqi (6/74-75); At-Tiyalasi, number: 1673; and Ahmad (3/330), with
a "good" chain of narration, as stated by Al-Haithami (3/39).

Al-Hakim said: ”authentic chain of narration,” and Adh-Dhahabi agreed
with him.

And it is similarly reported in "Ahkam Al-Jana'iz" by Sheikh Al-Albani,
page: 27.
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When he left, he said: “Is there anyone here from
the family of so and so?” The people were silent,
and when he began (to say) something, they were
quiet. So he repeated it three times, but no one
answered, so a man said: “He is.” Then a man, at the
back of the people, stood, dragging his lower
garment, then the Prophet (sallallahu alaihi wa
sallam) said to him: “What stopped you from
answering me the first two times? I only called your
name to tell you something good. So and so has
been detained from entering paradise due to a debt,
so if you wish then pay off the debt, and if you wish
then leave him to Allah’s punishment. So if you see
any of his family or those who have concern for his
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situation then let them pay (the debt) until there is
no one left asking him for anything.”45

34. It is related that Salama bin Al-Akwa said:
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“Once, while we were sitting in the company of
Prophet (sallallahu alaihi wa sallam), a dead man

4 Reported by Abu Dawud, An-Nisa'l (2/233), Al-Hakim (2/25 and 26),
Al-Bayhaqi (6/4)(76), At-Tiyalasi, number: 891 and 892; and Ahmad
(5/11, 13, and 20).
Sheikh Al-Albani (rahimahullah) declared it authentic in “Ahkam Al-
Jana'iz”, page: 26.
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was brought. They said: 'May you lead the funeral
prayer for the deceased?' He said, 'Is he in debt?’
The people replied, 'No.' He said, 'Has he left any
wealth?' They said, 'No.' So, he led his funeral
prayer.

“Another dead man was brought and the people
said, 'O Messenger of Allah (sallallahu alaihi wa
sallam) lead his funeral prayer.' The Prophet said, 'Is
he in debt?' They said, 'Yes.' He said, 'Has he left
any wealth?' They said, 'Three Dinars.' So, he led
the prayer.

“Then a third dead man was brought and the people
said (to the Prophet), 'Please lead his funeral prayer.'
He said, 'Has he left any wealth?' They said, 'No.' He
asked, 'Is he in debt?' They said, 'Yes! Three Diners.'
He (refused to pray and) said, 'Then pray for your
(dead) companion.” Then a man from the Ansar
called Abu Qatada said, 'O Messenger of Allah!
Lead his funeral prayer, and I will pay his debt.' So,
he led the prayer.”26

35. It is related that Abu Hurairah (radiallahu anhu) said
that The Messenger of Allah (sallallahu alaihi wa sallam)
said:

4 Reported by Al-Bukhari, number: 2169; and Ahmad and Nisaa'i.
As it is reported in "Ahkam Al-Jana'iz" by Sheikh Al-Albani, page: 111.
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“The believer's soul is attached to his debt until it is
paid off for him.”47

36. It is related from Sa'd bin Atwal that his brother died,
leaving behind three hundred Dirham and dependents. He

said:
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“I wanted to spend (his money) on his dependents,
but the Prophet (sallallahu alaihi wa sallam) said:
"Your brother is being detained by his debt, so pay it
off for him."” He said: “O Messenger of Allah
(sallallahu alaihi wa sallam), I have paid it off apart
from two Dinar, which a woman is claiming but she
has no proof.” He said: “Give them to her for she is

47 Reported by Ahmad, At-Tirmidhi, Ibn Majah and Al-Hakim.
Sheikh Al-Albani declared it authentic in his book "Sahih Al-Jami',
number; 6779. »
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telling the truth (or in another narration: she is
honest).”48

37. 1t is related that Anas bin Malik (radiallahu anhu) related
that the Prophet (sallallahu alaihi wa sallam) said:

o 82 Bf % °£ s E n’ 't 1

O FOU FRENINEd e 1 JU G

AL -1 7 < . .
PR (QUESA -S4 AN (TR SRS T

%//n/ /aa P 'l o & .B./
¢ Gl T S AESA P D)

ry

5 F

o & B2 1 . - 2 s - %}ﬁffﬂz PN %
r_@_hl_a_.g}c ’*’/\ck_a_;YLz-JL@_"_gch.g\J_e
¢ Nia Ll e U300 U b A lisy
PEd R 'J.-:"Z-T_T s . 4‘3 U":U‘a_ivg 3

PR p s . %z

R (QUEHA S (S A (SN
“The night that I was ascended, I saw a people who
were tearing their tongues with scissors of fire (or he
said: of steel), so I said: 'Who are they, O Jibril!?' He
said: 'They are the preachers of your Ummah."”

48 Reported by Ibn Majah (2/82), Ahmad (4/136 and 5/7), and Al-
Bayhagqi (10/142).

Sheikh Al-Albani said (rahimahullah): "One of its two narrations is
authentic."

See "Kitab Al-Jana'iz", page: 26.



e

THE GRAVE: ITS TORMENT & ITS PLEASURE | 69

“And in another wording: ‘I came to the sky of the
Dunya the night that I was ascended, and I saw men
cutting their tongues and their lips with scissors of
fire, so I said: 'O Jibril, who are they?' He said: “They
are preachers from your Ummah."”"49

g0 e e R

4 Reported by Abu Ya'la (7/118 and 180). Sheikh Mugbil Al-Wadi'i
(rahimahullah) declared it to be authentic in "As-Sahih Al-Musnad
mimma laisa fis Sahihain". Sheikh Al-Albani (rahimahullah) also
declared it to be authentic.
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CHAPTER 5: REASONS FOR BEING SAVED
FROM THE PUNISHMENT OF THE GRAVE

38. It is related that Abdullah bin Mas'ood said that the
Messenger of Allah said: '
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“Surah Tabarak is a protection from the punishment

of the grave.” 50

39. It is related from Abu Hurayrah (radiallahu anhu) that
the Messenger of Allah (sallallahu alaihi wa sallam) said:
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5% Reported by Abu Sheikh in "Tabaqat Al-Asbahaniyin", number: 264,
and Al-Hakim (2/498).

Sheikh Al-Albani (rahimahullah) declared it to be good in "As-Silsilah
As-Sahihah", number: 1140.
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“When the deceased is placed in his grave, he hears
the footsteps of the people as they leave. If he was a
believer, the prayer will be at his head, the fast will
be on his right, the zakah will be on his left, and his
good deeds of charity, prayer, good, and
benevolence to others will be at his legs. He will be
approached from the direction of his head, and the
prayer will say: 'There's no entry here.' and he will
be approached from his right and the fast will say:
'There's no entry here.' and he will be approached
from the left and the zakah will say: 'There's no
entry here.! and he will be approached from the
direction of his legs and good deeds of charity,
prayer, good, and benevolence to others will say:
'"There's no entry here.'

“Then it will be said to him: 'Sit' so he will sit. Then
the likeness of the sun will be made to appear as it
is setting, and it will be said to him: 'Did you see
this man that used to be amongst you, what do you
say about him? And what do you testify concerning
him?' He will say: 'Leave me so that I may pray.'
They will say: 'You will, (fifst) tell me about what
we ask you of concerning this man. Did you see this
man that used to be amongst you, what do you say
about him? And what do you testify concerning
him?' So he said: 'Muhammad, I testify that he is the
messenger of Allah and that he brought the truth
from Allah.' Then it will be said to him: "You lived
by this, died by this and by it you shall be
resurrected, inshallah.' Then a door from the doors
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of Jannah is opened and it is said to him: 'This is
your place that Allah has prepared for you in it.' So
he becomes exultant and joyous,...then his grave is

expanded seventy by seventy cubits and his grave
will be lit up for him..."51

40. It is related that Al-Miqdam bin Ma'di Karib related that
the Messenger of Allah (sallallahu alaihi wa sallam) said:
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51 Reported by Ibn Hibbam (7/380)(3113), checking by Shu'aib, and
checking by Al-Albani (5/95)(3103); Abdurrazzaq, number: 6703; Ibn Abi
Shaibah; Hannad bin As-Sirri in "Az-Zuhd", number: 338; At-Tabarani in
"At-Tafsir"; Al-Hakim (1/379-380); and Al-Bayhagqi in "Al-I'tiqaad", page:
220, in "Affirmation of the Punishment of the Grave", number: 67.

Sheikh Al-Albani declared it to be "good" in "Sahih At-Targhib wat
Tarhib", number: 3561, and Shu'aib Al-Arna'ut.
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“The martyr has certain characteristics:

He is forgiven from the first drop of his blood.

He is shown his place in Jannah.
He wears the jewelry of iman.

He is married to seventy two wives from the
Hurul Ein.

He is protected from the punishment of the
grave.

He is saved from the Great Panic.

A crown of dignity is placed on his head; the
ruby on it is better than the World and all that
isin it.

He seeks intercession for seventy of his
family.”52

52 Reported by Ahmad and At-Tirmidhi, number: 1663; Ibn Majah,

number: 2799; Al-Bayhagqi in "Ash-Sha'b, and Ibn Asakir in "At-Tarikh".

Sheikh Al-Albani (rahimahullah) declared it to be authentic in "As-

Silsilah As-Sahihah", number: 3213.
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41. It is related that Ugbah bin Amir Al-Juhani said that the
Messenger of Allah (sallallahu alaihi wa sallam) said:
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“Charity quenches the heat of the grave for its
inhabitant. And the believer will only find shade on
the Day of Judgment under the shade of his
charity.”53

42. It is related that Anas bin Malik said that the Messenger
of Allah (sallallahu alaihi wa sallam) said:
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% Reported by At-Tabarani in "Al-Kabir" (17/286) (787-788), and Al-
Bayhagqi in "Ash-Sha'b".

Sheikh Al-Albani declared its chain of narration in "As-Silsilah As-
Sahihah", number: 3484. .
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“Seven continue on for the slave whilst he is in his
grave:
Someone who taught something;
Or sprung ariver;
Or dug a well;
Or planted a date tree;
Or built a masjid;
Or left behind a copy of the Quran;

Or left behind a son who seeks forgiveness for him
after his death.”>*
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5 Reported by Al-Bazar and Samawaihi.
Sheikh Al-Albani declared it good in "Sahih Al-Jami'", number: 3602.
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CHAPTER 6: SEEKING REFUGE IN ALLAH
FROM THE PUNISHMENT OF THE GRAVE

43. It is related that Abu Hurairah (radiallahu anhu) said:
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“The Messenger of Allah (sallallahu alaihi wa
sallam) used to seek refuge in Allah from the
punishment of the grave.”>5

44. Tt is related that Zaid bin Thabit Al-Ansari said that,
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% Reported by Muslim, number: 585.
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One day the Prophet (sallallahu alaihi wa sallam)
was in the gardens of Bani An-Najjar, riding upon
his pony, and we were with him. It strayed and he
almost fell. He found six, five, or four graves there.
He said: “Who amongst you knows about those
lying in the graves?” A person said: “I do.” He (the
Prophet) said: “When did they die?” He said: “They
died during the polytheist time.” He said: “Indeed
this nation will be tested in their graves. If it were
not for the fact that you would stop burying (your
dead in the graves), I would have asked Allah to
make you hear what I can hear from the punishment
of the grave!” Then turning his face towards us, he
said: “Seek refuge with Allah from the punishment
of Hell.” They said: “We seek refuge with Allah
from the punishment of Hell.” He said: “Seek
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refuge with Allah from the punishment of the grave.”
They said: “We seek refuge with Allah from the
punishment of the grave.” He said: “Seek refuge
with Allah from the trials, that which is apparent
from them and that which is invisible.” They said:
“We seek refuge with Allah from the trials, that
which is apparent from them and that which is
invisible.” And he said: “Seek refuge with Allah
from the trial of the Dajjal.” And they said: “We
seek refuge with Allah from the trial of the
Dajjal.”5 '

45, It is related that Amr bin Shu’aib related from his father
that his grandfather said: “I heard the Prophet (sallallahu
alaihi wa sallam) say:

o
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‘O Allah, I seek refuge in you from laziness,
decrepitude, debt, and sin, and I seek refuge in You
from the trial of the Masih Ad-Dajjal, and I seek
refuge in you from the punishment of the grave, and

% Reported by Muslim, number: 2867.
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I seek refuge in you from the punishment of the
fire.”’57

46. It is related that Abdullah bin Mas'ood reported that
Umm Habiba, the wife of the Prophet (sallallahu alaihi wa
sallam), said:
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“O Allah, enable me to derive benefit from my
husband, the Messenger of Allah (sallallahu alaihi
wa sallam), and from my father Abu Sufyan and
from my brother Mu'awiya.” The Prophet
(sallallahu alaihi wa sallam) said: “...If you were to
ask Allah to provide you refuge from the torment of
the Hellfire, or from the torment of the grave, it
would be better.”58

57 Reported by Ahmad (11/346-347)(6734). An-Nisaa’i in “Al-Mujtaba”
(8/269)(5490) and in “ Al-Kubra” (7392).
% Reported by Muslim, number: 2663.
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47. It is related from Ibn Abbas (radiallahu anhu) that the
Messenger of Allah used to teach them this supplication as
he would a chapter from the Quran, saying:
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e ‘O Allah, we seek refuge in you from the
punishment of Jahannam (the hellfire).”

o ‘And I seek refuge in you from the
punishment of the grave.’

o ‘And I seek refuge in you from the trials of
the Masih Ad-Dajjal.’

o ‘And I seek refuge from the trials of life and
death.””5%

% Reported by Muslim, number: 590.
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48. It is related that Abu Huraira said: The Messenger of
Allah (sallallahu alaihi wa sallam) said:
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“When any one of you completes the last tashahhud,
he should seek refuge with Allah from four (trials):

o from the punishment of Hell,
o from the punishment of the grave,
e from the trials of life and death,

o and from the evil trials of Masih Ad-Dajjal.”®0

49, Tt is related that Muslim bin Abi Bakra said:

80 Reported by Muslim, number: 590.
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“My father (radiallahu anhu) used to say at the end
of the prayer: ‘O Allah, I seek refuge in you from
disbelief, poverty, and the punishment of the grave.’
So I used to say them too. Then my father asked me,
‘Oh my son, from whom did you get this?' I said,
'From you.' Then he said, 'Indeed, the Messenger of
Allah used to say them at the end of the prayer.”” 6

50. It is related that Umar bin Al-Khatab (radiallahu anhu)
said:
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“The Prophet (sallallahu alaihi wa sallam) used to
seek refuge from five: cowardice, miserliness,

61 Reported by An-Nisaa'i (3/73) and Ahmad (5/36).
Sheikh Al-Albani declared it authentic in "Sahih An-Nisaa'i", number:
1346.
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decrepitude, trials of the heart, and the punishment
of the grave.” 62

51. Tt is related that Abdurahman bin Abi Bakra said to his

father:

NP I EA LR << F T A e B 4

“T hear you supplicating every day and you say: ‘O
Allah, I seek refuge in you from disbelief and
poverty. O Allah, I seek refuge in you from the
punishment in the grave. There is none worthy
except you.” You repeat it three times in the morning

62 Reported by Abu Dawud, number: 1539; Ibn Majah, number: 3844; and
An-Nasa'i in "Al-Kubra", number: 7879, 7915, 7917, 7934, and 9963, and
in "As-Sugra", number: 5446.

It has support from the hadith of Ibn Mas'ood, reported by Ahmad,
numbers: 145 and 388. Shu'aib declared it authentic to the standard of Al-
Bukhari and Muslim, and likewise, Al-Hakim.

Sheikh

Al-Albani declared it weak in "Da'if Al-Jami", number: 4533;

"Da'if Abi Dawud", number: 1316; "Da'if Ibn Majah", number: 838; and
"Da'if An-Nasaa'i", number: 5480 and 419.
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and evening.” He said: “I heard the Messenger of
Allah (sallallahu alaihi wa sallam) supplicate with it,
and I like to follow his sunnah.”63

52. It is related from A'isha (radiallahu anha), the wife of the
Prophet (sallallahu alaihi wa sallam), that the Messenger of
Allah used to supplicate to Allah in the prayer, saying:
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“O Allah, I seek refuge with You from the
punishment of the grave and from the trial of the
Masih Ad-Dajjal and from the trials of life and
death. O Allah, I seek refuge with You from the sins
and from being in debt.”64

8 Reported by Abu Dawud, number: 5090; At-Tirmidhi, number: 3503;
Ahmad, number: 20,447; and Al-Hakim, number: 1954.

Sheikh Al-Albani (rahimahullah) declared it to be authentic in "Sahih
Sunan Abi Dawud", number: 5090.

See: "Al-Irwa" (3/356).

¢ Reported by Al-Bukhari, number: 798; and Muslim, number: 587 and
589.
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53. It is related that Anas bin Malik (radiallahu anhu) said
that the Messenger of Allah (sallallahu alaihi wa sallam)
used to say:
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“O Allah, I seek refuge in you from weakness,
laziness, miserliness, cowardice, and decrepitude. I
seek refuge in you from the trials of life and death,
and I seek refuge in you from the punishment of the
grave,”65

54. It is related that Abdullah bin Mas'ood (radiallahu anhu)
said:
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“The Messenger of Allah used to say in the morning
and evening: ‘O Allah, I seek refuge in you from the

& Reported by Al-Bukhari, number: 2668; and Muslim, number: 2706.
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punishment of the fire and the punishment in the
grave.'”66

55. It is related that A'ishah said: “The Prophet (sallallahu
alaihi wa sallam) used to say:
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“...0 Allah, I seek refuge in you from the trial of the
grave, and the punishment of the grave...””¢7

56. It is related that A'ishah said that the Messenger of Allah
(sallallahu alaihi wa sallam) said:
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“O Allah, Lord of Jibril and Mika'il, and the Lord of
Israfil, I seek refuge in you from the heat of the
hellfire, and the punishment of the grave.”%8

¢ Reported by Muslim, number: 2723.

67 Reported by Al-Bukhari, number: 6014; and Muslim, number: 589.

As it is reported in "Lu'lu' wal Marian", number: 1731.

68 Reported by An-Nisaa'i (3/72)(1345).

As it is reported in "As-Silsilah As-Sahihah" by Al-Albani, number: 1544.
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57. It is reported by Ubay bin Ka'b (radiallahu anhu) that the
Messenger of Allah (sallallahu alaihi wa sallam) said:
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“The Dajjal's eye is green like a glass bottle, and we
seek refuge in Allah from the punishment of the
grave.”69 '

58. It is related that Said bin Abi Waqqas (radiallahu anhu)
used to teach his children these words, as a teacher teaches a
boy how to write, and he would say:
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“The Messenger of Allah used to seek refuge from
them at the end of the prayer (saying): 'O Allah, I
seek refuge in you from cowardice, and I seek
refuge in you from returning to a decrepit age, and I

6 Reported by Ahmad and Abu Na'im in "Akhbar Asbahan".
Sheikh Al-Albani said in "As-Silsilah As-Sahihah", number: 1863: "Its
chain of narration is authentic and its narrators are trustworthy."
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seek refuge in you from the trials of life, and I seek
refuge in you from the punishment of the grave.”” 70

59. It is related from Umm Khalid bint Khalid bin Sa'id bin
Al-Aas (radiallahu anha) ,
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that she heard the Prophet (sallallahu alaihi wa
sallam) seek refuge from the punishment of the
grave.’l

60. It is related that Abu Hurairah said that the Messenger of
Allah said:
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“O Allah, I seek refuge in you from the punishment
of the grave, the punishment of the fire, the trials of

70 Reported by Al-Bukhari, number: 2667. See "As-Silsilah As-Sahihah",
number: 3937.
71 Reported by Al-Bukhari, number: 1310.
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life and death, and from the trials of the Masih Ad-
Dajjal.” 72

61. It is related that Jabir bin Abdullah Al-Ansari (radiallahu
anhu) said:
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“The Prophet entered a garden owned by Bani An-
Najjar when he heard the voices of men from Bani
An-Najjar, who had died in the time of Jahiliyah,
being punished in their graves. The Messenger of
Allah quickly left in a panic and ordered his
companions to seek refuge from the punishment of
the grave.”7

72 Reported by Al-Bukhari, number: 1311; and Muslim, number: 588.

73 Reported by Abdurazzaq in "Al-Musanaf" and Ahmad in "Al-Musnad"
and his book "As-Sunnah".

Sheikh Al-Albani said in "As-Silsilah As-Sahihah", number: 3954: "Its
chain of narration is authentic to the standard of Muslim."
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62. It is related that Zaid bin Arqam said that the Messenger
of Allah (sallallahu alaihi wa sallam) used to say:
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“O Allah, I seek refuge in you from weakness,

laziness, cowardice, miserliness, decrepitude, and
(4
the punishment of the grave.”74

oM R

74 Reported by Muslim, number: 2722,
See "As-Silsilah As-Sahihah" by Sheikh Al-Albani (rahimahullah),
number: 4005.
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CHAPTER 7: ANIMALS HEAR THE PEOPLE BEING
PUNISHED IN THEIR GRAVES.

CHAPTER 7: ANIMALS HEAR THE PEOPLE
BEING PUNISHED IN THEIR GRAVES.

63. It is related that Abdullah bin Mas'ood related that the
Prophet (sallallahu alaihi wa sallam) said:
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“Verily, the deceased will be punished in their
graves to the extent that animals can hear their
voices.””>

64. It is related that Abu Said Al-Khudri (radiallahu anhu)
said that the Messenger of Allah said:
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75 Reported by At-Tabarani in "Al-Kabir".
Sheikh Al-Albani (rahimahullah) said in "Sahih At-Targhib wat Tarhib",
number: 3548: "authentic".
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“When the funeral is ready and the men carry it on
their shoulders, if the deceased was righteous it will
say, ‘Present me (hurriedly),” and if he was not
righteous, it will say, ‘Woe to me. Where are they
taking me?’ Its voice is heard by everything except
man, and if he heard it, he would fall
unconscious.”76

65. It is related that Umm Mubashir said
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that the Messenger of Allah came to her whilst she
was in a garden belonging to Bani An-Najjar, in
which there were some of their graves whom had
died during Jahiliyah. He heard them being
punished and so left the garden saying: “Seek
refuge in Allah from the punishment of the grave!”

76 Reported by Al-Bukhari, number: 1314.
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She said: “I said: ‘O Messenger of Allah, are they
being tortured in their graves?”” He said: “Yes, a
punishment that can be heard by the animals.”7”

g0 W ¢ R

77 Reported by Ibn Hibban, number: 787, and Ahmad.
Sheikh Al-Albani in "As-Silsilah As-Sahihah", number 1444, said: "Its

chain of narration is authentic to the standard of Muslim."
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CHAPTER 8: THE TWO ANGELS
QUESTIONING OF THE DECEASED IN THE
GRAVE.

66. It is related that Al-Bara bin Azib related that the Prophet
(sallallahu alaihi wa sallam) said:
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“If the believer is laid in his grave, he will testify
that none has the right to be worshipped but Allah
and that Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah and
that is what is meant by Allah's Statement:

‘Allah will keep firm those who believe with a
Word that stands firm in this world and in the
Hereafter.”’78

78 Reported by Al-Bukhari, number: 1303; Muslim, number: 2871; and Ibn
Hibban, number 206, with the checking done by Al-Albani.

The wording that is reported by Muslim: "Allah will keep firm those who
believe with a Word that stands firm in this world and in the Hereafter."
This was revealed concerning the punishment of the grave, so it will be
said to him "Who is your Lord?" So he will say: "My Lord is Allah and
my Prophet is Muhammad." So that is the meaning of Allah's statement:
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67. It is related that Abu Hurairah said that the Messenger of
Allah said:
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"Allah will keep firm those who believe with a Word that stands firm in
this world and in the Hereafter."
See "Silsilah As-Sahihah” by Al-Albani, number: 3963.
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“If the deceased (or any of you) is buried, two angels,
black and blue, come to him; one called Al-Munkar
and the other called An-Nakir. They will say: 'What
did you used to say about this man?' So he will say
what he used to say: 'He is Allah's slave and His
messenger. I bear witness that there is none worthy
of worship except Allah, and that Muhammad is His
slave and messenger.' Then they will say: 'We knew
you would say this.! Then his grave will be
expanded to seventy by seventy cubits and his grave
will be lit up for him, and it will be said: 'Sleep.' He
will say: 'Let me return to my family so I can inform
them.! The Angels will say: 'Go to sleep like the
newlywed that none will awaken except the most
beloved of his family;' until Allah will resurrect him
from that resting place.

“If he was a hypocrite, he will say: 'I used to hear
the people saying something, so I said the same, I do
not know.' They will say: 'We knew you would say
that.' So the earth is told: 'Constrict him.' So it
constricts around him, squeezing his ribs together.
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CHAPTER 8: THE TWO ANGELS QUESTIONING OF
THE DECEASED IN THE GRAVE.

He continues being punished like that until Allah
resurrects him from that resting place."”

68. It is related that Anas bin Malik (radiallahu anhu) said
that the Messenger of Allah (sallallahu alaihi wa sallam) said:
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7 Reported by At-Tirmidhi, and Ibn Abi Aasim in "As-Sunnah", number:
864, with a checking by Al-Albani.

Sheikh Al-Albani declared its chain of narration to be good, and he said:
"Its narrators are all trustworthy and are narrators of Imam Muslim.”

As reported in "As-Silsilah As-Sahihah", number: 1391.
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“When the slave is placed in his grave and his
companions leave, he hears their footsteps, and then
two angels come to him and make him sit up and
ask, 'What did you use to say about this man (i.e.,
Muhammad [sallallahu alaihi wa sallam])?' The
believer will say, 'I bear witness that he is Allah's
slave and His messenger.' Then they will say to him,
'Look at your place in the Hell Fire; Allah has
replaced it with a place in Paradise.' So he will see
both his places. (Qatada said: "We were told that his
grave would be expanded to seventy cubits and it
would be filled with greenery until the day he is
resurrected.’) As for a hypocrite or a non-believer, he
will be asked, 'What did you use to say about this
man?' He will reply: 'T do not know; I used to say
what the people used to say.' So they will say to him:
'Neither did you know nor did you recite (the
Quran).' Then he will be hit with an iron hammer,
so he will cry out so loud that everything near him
will hear, except Jinns and human beings.” 80

69. It is related from Abdullah bin Amr bin Al-Aas
(radiallahu anhu) that the Messenger of Allah (sallallahu

80 Reported by Al-Bukhari, number: 1308; and Muslim, number: 2870.
As reported in "Sahih At-Targheeb wat Tarheeb", number: 3555.
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alaihi wa sallam) mentioned the trial of the grave', so Umar
said:
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“Will our consciousness be returned to us, O
Messenger of Allah?” The Messenger of Allah
(sallallahu alaihi wa sallam) said: “Yes, like your
appearance today.”$1

70. It is related that Asma bint Abu Bakr As-Siddiq
(radiallahu anha) related that the Messenger of Allah stood
to address the people, so he praised Allah and commended
Him, then he said:
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81 Reported by Ahmad, and At-Tabarani. Sheikh Al-Albani
(rahimahullah) declared it “good” in “Sahih At-Targhib wat Tarhib”,
number: 3553. Al-Mundhari declared its chain of narration to be “good.”
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“I have seen at this place of mine what I have never
seen, even Paradise and Hell. It has been revealed to
me that you will be put to trial in the graves like the
trial of Al-Masih Ad-Dajjal.” When he mentioned
that, the Muslims began to make noise, and he said:
“Each one of you would be brought and it would be
said: “‘What is your knowledge about this man?’ The
believer or the person that is certain would say: ‘He
is Muhammad and he is the Messenger of Allah. He
brought to us the clear signs and right guidance. So
we responded, obeyed him and followed him.
(Three times), and it would be said to him: “You
should go to sleep. We already knew that you are a
believer in him, so sleep righteously.””

As for where the hypocrite or sceptic is concerned
(Asma' said: ‘I do not know which’) he would say: ‘I
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do not know. I only uttered whatever I heard people
say.’82

71. 1t is related that Uthman bin Affan said that when the
Prophet (sallallahu alaihi wa sallam) used to finish burying
the deceased, he would stop and say:
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“Seek forgiveness for your brother and ask for him
to be firm, as he is now being questioned.”83

72. It is related from A'ishah® (radiallahu anha) that she said:

82 Reported by Al-Bukhari, number: 86 and 1307; and Muslim, number:
905.

8 Reported by Abu Dawud, number: 3221; and Al-Hakim (1/370)(1372).
Al-Hakim declared it authentic and Adh-Dhahabi agreed. Shuaib Al-
Arna'oot declared it to be good in his comments on "Riyadh As-Salihin."
Sheikh Mugbil (rahimahullah) also declared it to be good in "Al-Jami' As-
Sahih mima Laissa fis Sahihain" (2/263). Sheikh Al-Albani (rahimahullah)
declared it to be authentic, number: 956.

8 Reported by Al-Bazzar. Sheikh Al-Albani (rahimahullah) said in "Sahih
At-Targhib wat Tarhib", number 3554: "authentic due to supporting
narrations." And Al-Mundhari said: "Its narrators are trustworthy."



THE GRAVE: ITS TORMENT & ITS PLEASURE | 103

- » 2 Pt . - 1702 se A 8. - 2 52
QLAJ/}...JU_QUY‘ 3-}—‘“;5—1—:-:—’ ¢ 4l d)_.w‘)LigA_lJ

o FY2e)

1 a7 e o= A PR B
ol Sy }ZJU?WS\J_AL‘j‘wu_:SJ

i

L d s T
'{ E,)‘"/'g\\..é) Lf.:"d

2 20 0 s

vl g o Al 10

“] said: ‘O Messenger of Allah, this Ummah will be
tested in their graves, so what about me: I'm just a
weak woman?’ So he said: 'Allah will keep firm
those who believe, with the word that stands firm in
this world, and in the Hereafter.””85

74. It is related that Abu Sa'id Al-Khudri (radiallahu anhu)
said:
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“I attended a funeral with the Messenger of Allah
(sallallahu alaihi wa sallam), then the Messenger of

8 (Ibrahim: 27).
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Allah (sallallahu alaihi wa sallam) said: ‘O people,
this nation will be tested in their graves, so when a
person is buried, and his companions leave, an
angel comes to him with a hammer in its hand and
makes him sit up and says: ‘What do you say about
this man?’...and expands his grave...””86

7203 £ 2 Jo

8 Reported by Ahmad, Ibn Jarir in "At-Tafsir", Ibn Abi Aasim in "As-
Sunnah", and Al-Bazzar. Sheikh Al-Albani declared it authentic in "As-
Silsilah As-Sahihah", number: 3394.
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CHAPTER 9: WHO WILL NOT BE QUESTIONED
IN HIS GRAVE?

75. It is related from a companion of the Prophet (sallallahu
alaihi wa sallam) that a man said:
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“O Messenger of Allah, why are the believers tested
in their graves but not the martyr?!” He said: “It is
enough of a test to be struck on the head with a
sword.”87

76. It is related that Salman Al-Farisi (radiallahu anhu) said
that the Messenger of Allah (sallallahu alaihi wa sallam) said:
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87 Reported by An-Nisaa'i (1/289); and it is related from As-Sarqasti in
"Gharib Al-Hadith." Sheikh Al-Albani (rahimahullah) declared it to be
authentic in "Ahkam Al-Jan'iz", page 50; and in "Sahih Sunan An-Nisaa'i",
number: 1940.
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“Keeping watch for a day and a night is better than a
month of fasting and night prayers. If a person dies
(doing that) his activity will continue and he will go
on receiving his reward for it perpetually, and he
will be saved from the torture of the grave.”8

77. 1t is related that Fadalah bin Abeed (radiallahu anhu)
said that the Messenger of Allah said:
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“The actions of every deceased are concluded,
except the one who died keeping watch for the sake
of Allah, for indeed his actions will continue to
grow till the Day of Resurrection, and he is saved
from the punishment of the grave.” 8

8 Reported by Muslim, number: 1913. See: "Ahkam Al-Jana'iz" by Al-
Albani (rahimahullah), page: 58.

8 Reported by Ahmad, Abu Dawud, At-Tirmidhi, and Al-Hakim. At-
Tirmidhi and Al-Hakim declared it authentic, reported as it was in
"Ahkam Al-Jana'iz", page: 58. Sheikh Muqbil Al-Wadi'i declared it
authentic in "Al-Musnad As-Sahih" (2/152), and "Al-Jami' As-Sahih"
(2/277).
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78. It is related that Abdullah bin Amr Al-Aas (radiallahu
anhu) said that the Messenger of Allah said:
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“Any Muslim that dies on the day or night of
Jumuah will be protected by Allah from the trial of
the grave.”90

79. It is related that Abdullah bin Yasar said:
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“I was sitting with Sulaiman bin Sard and Khalid
bin Urfutah, and they said that a man had died due
to an abdominal illness. They wanted to attend his
funeral, and one of them said to the other: 'Didn't
the Messenger of Allah say: ‘Whoever is killed by

% Reported by Ahmad, number: 6582 and 6646; and Al-Faswi in "Al-
Ma'rifa". As it is reported in "Ahkam Al-Jana'iz" by Al-Albani
(rahimahullah), pages: 49-50, and in "Sahih At-Targhib wat Tarhib",
number: 3562.
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an abdominal illness, he will not be punished in his
grave?”” The other said: 'Yes.'”"91
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%1 Reported by At-Tiyaalisi, number: 1288; Ahmad, At-Tirmidhi, An-
Nasa'i, and Ibn Hibban. Sheikh Al-Albani (rahimahullah) declared it
authentic in "Ahkam Al-Jana'iz".
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CHAPTER 10: NARROWING OF THE GRAVE

80. It is related that Abdullah bin Umar (radiallahu anhu)
said that the Messenger of Allah (sallallahu alaihi wa sallam)
said:
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“Seventy thousand angels that had never placed foot
on earth before, came down for the death of Sa'ad
bin Muadh.

“And he said when he was buried: 'Glorified is
Allah! If anyone was to be pardoned from the
narrowing of the grave it would be Sa'ad, and
indeed he was squeezed once and then released.””92

81. It is related that A'ishah (radiallahu anha) said that the
Messenger of Allah (sallallahu alaihi wa sallam) said:

92 Reported by Al-Bazzar. Sheikh Al-Albani declared if to be good in "As-
Silsilah As-Sahihah", number: 3345.
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“Indeed, the grave is constricting; if anyone were to

be saved or safe from it, it would be Sa'ad bin
Muadh.”?3

82. It is related by Abu Ayub Al-Ansari (radiallahu anhu)
that a child was buried and the Messenger of Allah
(sallallahu alaihi wa sallam) said:
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“If anyone was to be relieved from the narrowing of
the grave, it would be this boy.”%
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9 Reported by Al-Baghawi in "the Hadith of Ali bin Al-Ja'd", and At-
Tahawi in "Al-Mushkil". As it is reported in "As-Silsilah As-Sahihah" by
Al-Albani, number: 1695.

% Reported by At-Tabarani in "Al-Kabir". As it is reported in "As-Silsilah
As-Sahihah", number: 2164; Al-Albani's title for it was: "The Narrowing
of the Grave: Not even the Child is Saved from it".
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CHAPTER 11: THE DECEASED ASK EACH
OTHER ABOUT PERSONAL ISSUES

83. It is related from Abu Hurairah (radiallahu anhu) that the
Prophet (sallallahu alaihi wa sallam) said:
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CHAPTER 11: THE DECEASED ASK EACH OTHER
ABOUT PERSONAL ISSUES

“When the believer is dying, the angels of mercy
come to him with white silk and say: 'Come out
happy, and with Allah's pleasure upon you, to the
mercy of Allah, blessings and a Lord Who is not
angry.' So the soul comes out like the best fragrance
of musk. They pass him from one to another until
they bring him to the gate of heaven, where they say:
'How good is this fragrance that has come to you
from the Earth!'" Then the souls of the believers
come to him and they rejoice more over him than
any one of you rejoices when his absent loved one
comes to him. They ask him: 'What happened to so-
and-so? What happened to so-and-so?' They say: 'Let
him be, for he was in the hardship of the world.'
When he says, 'Did he not come here?' They say: 'He
was taken to the pit (of Hell).'

“When the disbeliever is dying, the angels of
punishment come with a rough cloth and say: 'Come
out embittered, and with Allah's disappointment
upon you, to the punishment of Allah, the Mighty
and Sublime.' So it comes out like the foulest stench
of a corpse. They bring him to the gates of the Earth,
where they say: 'How foul is this stench!' Then they
bring him to the souls of the disbelievers.”%

% Reported by Ibn Majah (2/1423) (4262); Ahmad (3/364) (8754); An-
Nisaa'i; Ibn Hibban, number: 733; Al-Bayhaqi in "Ash-Sha'ab" (6/443)
(1442); and Al-Hakim. Al-Hakim said: "Its chain of narration is
authentic." and Adh-Dhahabi agreed. Sheikh Al-Albani (rahimahullah)
said in "As-Silsilah As-Sahihah", number 1309: "It's as he said."
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84. It is related from Abu Hurairah that the Messenger of
Allah (sallallahu alaihi wa sallam) said:

oF @ 7 B -8 8 oS- ER 1 e . oA E
)J S92 ¢ Og'\.&_{ ¥ “yd ¢ &gl 4 d 3 u-gjl‘ Ql
-~ ~ -~ e -

AP W o# f - o 2 }}.. /}/n.f o ° L
. = -

2 e ‘QPGOF /%4.0\}4...@.@9@-)}

°o ~ 87 8 f/a/f :ﬁ‘ }‘/nf .,2['/; /ﬁ‘ /‘ 2
OF WpFisd O3 #1550 4l ¢ L A 4

o ez 2 2 E s (5~ TR
¢ ool s U Of @ JB 13)s S el o GSudt
3% o7 o & s TS . oA T eg - e
chgﬂd .*Jg“dl}cwlyﬁﬁu ‘}JLQ

2 B8 . /.’?z/n/ }}f Ed 2 }}f }a/o/
Jomd ¢ ehs 5 1 Jpmd bl 50 Jub <4 e

1.z P E . E LS et By F L Bges a
dbegﬂ-ﬁ.} J cr.l..»j:t:.l.pw“}n.d s

2o 0% 4§ 24 0% S - 87 s8-°s Say o
I 5 Jsas ¢ o 8 3 U m2id ¢ aYIN oo

2 2 }?{ P P EIrY e TeT e ’3}/{/
%Ympc LF—LA'*LPJGCJ “/\.vd 4»‘).).9;)\5
-9~ T — ’?.°}’°‘L/ ﬁ/}} ,/°’3 °o g
G ol 13 ¢ eRld a5 Gl a5 of
o % 1 31 Z@B o . L aF F a8 - 0% oF .z
‘LSJ‘Y j—‘-:-"ed'l-!&‘ J, /,\j\gﬁ

2
ST o T }/‘jf}ﬂf Pt " “S 8 0By =
B4 c BN N 5 J8 A s
r - - — £ = -



114 | CHAPTER 11: THE DECEASED ASK EACH OTHER
ABOUT PERSONAL ISSUES

"When death descends upon the believer and he
experiences the suffering of that, it wishes it could
escape, i.e., his soul, and Allah loves to meet him.
The believer's soul is risen up to heaven and the
souls of the believers will approach him and ask
him about those that they know of the people of
Earth. So he, if he says: 'I left so and so behind in
the World,' they will become amazed. If he says: 'So
and so died,' they will say: 'He wasn't brought to us.'

“And the believer will be made to sit in his grave
and will be asked: 'Who is your Lord?' So he will
say: 'My Lord is Allah.' Then it will be said to him:
'Who is your prophet?' So he will say: 'My prophet
is Muhammad (sallallahu alaihi wa sallam).' He will
say: 'What is your religion?' He says: 'My religion is
Islam.' A door is opened for him in his grave, and he
says, or it is said: 'Look at your resting place.' Then
he will be shown his grave and it will be like a large
bed.

“When death descends upon the enemy of Allah
and he experiences the suffering of that, he wishes
that his soul would never leave, and Allah is
angered by their meeting. So when he sits in his
grave (or is made to sit) and it is said to him: 'Who is
your Lord?', and he will say: 'I don't know.' It will
be said to him: 'You didn't know.' Then a door to
Hell will be opened for him, and he will be struck
with a strike that can be heard by the animals. Then
it will be said to him: 'Sleep the sleep of the
manhoosh (something mangled)..."" So I said to Abu
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Hurairah: "What's manhoosh?" He said: "Something
that has been mangled by animals and
snakes...Then his grave tightens around him."%

85. It is related that Abu Ayub Al-Ansari said (radiallahu
anhu):
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"When the soul of the slave is removed, he meets the
people of mercy from amongst the slaves of Allah,
like they would meet the bringer of good news in

% Reported by Al-Bazzar. As it is reported in "As-Silsilah As-Sahihah" by
Al-Albani, number: 2628.
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the dunya. So they approach him to ask him: 'What
is so and so doing?' and 'What is so and so doing?
Did she marry?' If they ask about someone who
died before him, he will say: 'He died.' then they
will say: 'Everything is for Allah and to him
everything will return! He must have been taken to
the Hellfire. What a terrible return, what a terrible
custodian!' Then they are shown their actions. If
they see they are good, they become joyous and
rejoice, and they say: 'These are your blessings upon
your slave, may You complete it.' But if they see
(their actions are) bad, then they say: 'O Allah, may
You reassess your slave.'?%7

86. It is related from Jabir bin Abdullah (radiallahu anhu)
that the Messenger of Allah said:
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9 Reported by Ibn Al-Mubarak in "Az-Zuhud". Sheikh Al-Albani
(rahimahullah) declared it authentic in "As-Silsilah As-Sahihah", number:
2758, and he said: "It being cut off (i.e., not directly related from the
Prophet Muhammad) does not affect it (i.e., its authenticity), as it is
about the unseen affairs, which is not possible to be said from opinion, so
it has the same ruling as a hadith that is attributed to the Prophet
(sallallahu alaihi wa sallam) with certainty, especially since it was also
related from the Prophet (via other narrations)."
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"Talk about Bani Israel, and there's no sin in that, as
they experienced strange events." Then he began to
say: "A group from amongst Bani Israel went out
until they reached one of the graves of Bani Israel,
and they said: 'If we were to pray two raka'at and
ask Allah (Azza wa Jalla) to remove a man from
those who had died, so that we may ask him about
death.' So they did that and when they did it, a man
raised his head from out of one of those graves; he
was light brown skinned and had a prostration
mark between his eyes. He said: 'What do you want
with me? I died one hundred years ago and the heat
of death wasn't soothed until recently. Ask Allah to
return me to the way I was.'”?8

% Reported by Imam Ahmad in "Az-Zuhud"; Ibn Abi Shaibah in "Al-
Musannaf", without the story; and likewise, Al-Bazzar in his "Musnad".
Sheikh Al-Albani (rahimahullah) said in "As-Silsilah As-Sahihah",
number: 2926: "This is a chain of narration with trustworthy narrators."
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87. It is related from Anas bin Malik (radiallahu anhu) that
the Messenger of Allah (sallallahu alaihi wa sallam) said:
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"If any of you is entrusted with his brother (i.e., his
funeral), then make his shroud a good one, as they
will be resurrected in their shroud and they visit one
another in their shrouds."

88. It is related that Abu Blirdah said: "I came to Medina and
Abdullah bin Umar came to me and said:
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'Do you know why I have come to you?' I said: 'No;'
he said: 'l heard the Messenger of Allah say:
"Whoever wants to do a kindness to their father that
is in his grave, then let him do a kindness to his
father's brothers (i.e., close friends) after him.' And
there was, between my father and yours,

9 Reported by Al-Khatib in his "Tarikh". Sheikh Al-Albani (rahimahullah)
said in "As-Silsilah As-Sahihah", number: 1425: "It is authentic due to
supporting narrations.
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brotherhood and love, so I wanted to do a kindness
for you.”"100
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100 Reported by Abu Ya'la and Ibn Hibban, number: 2031. Sheikh Al-
Albani (rahimahullah) said in "As-Silsilah As-Sahihah", number: 1432:

"An authentic chain of narration in accordance with Al-Bukhari's
standards."
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CHAPTER 12: THE DECEASED'S AWARENESS
OF SOME OF THE AFFAIRS OF THE LIVING

89. It is related that Amr bin Hazm (radiallahu anhu) said:

. B,

o 7 1T~ /g// ° & . & 3 - g
‘Jﬁ_,_eu_l_p— }‘;\—:—L““‘H'“‘d)—;’)gﬁb
s Gl 3853 ¥ o il 2 diy JUS

N(@w3|

"The Messenger of Allah (sallallahu alaihi wa
sallam) saw me on top of a grave, so he said: 'Get off
that grave. Don't harm the resident of this grave!'”101

90. It is related that Bashir bin Al-Khasasiyah (radiallahu
anhu) said that the Messenger of Allah (sallallahu alaihi wa
sallam) came to some Muslim graves and he said:
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101 Reported by Ahmad, Abu Nu'aim in "Ma'rifatus Sahabah", Ibn Al-
Athir in "Asad Al-Ghabah", and Ibn Asakir in "Tarikh Dimashq". Sheikh
Al-Albani (rahimahullah) said in "As-Silsilah As-Sahihah", number: 2960:
"Its chain of narration is authentic, and its narrators are trustworthy.”
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"Indeed, these people attained much good." Three
times. Then as he was walking, his eyes happened
to fall on a man walking between the graves
wearing shoes, so he said: "Oh you wearing the
shoes, woe unto you! Remove your shoes!" The man
looked over and when he realized it was the
Messenger of Allah, he took off his shoes and threw
them away.102

91. 1t is related that Abdullah bin Umar (radiallahu anhu)
said that the Prophet (sallallahu alaihi wa sallam) looked at
the people of the well (the well in which the bodies of the
pagans killed in the Battle of Badr were thrown) and said,
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102 Reported by At-Tiyaalisi, Ahmad, Abu Dawud, Ibn Majah, Ibn Abi
Shaibah, At-Tabarani, Al-Hakim, and Al-Bayhaqi. Reported as it is in
"Ahkam Al-Jana'iz" by Al-Albani (rahimahullah), page: 173, paragraph:
88. Sheikh Mugbil Al-Wadi'i declared it authentic in "Al-Jami' As-Sahih"
(2/279-280).
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"Have you found true what your Lord promised
you?" Somebody said to him, "You are addressing
dead people." He replied, "You do not hear any
better than they do, but they cannot reply."103

92. It is related that A'ishah (radiallahu anha) said that the
Prophet (sallallahu alaihi wa sallam) said regarding the
people thrown in the well:

"They now realize that what I used to tell them was
the truth."104

93. It is related that Abu Hurairah (radiallahu anhu) said
that the Messenger of Allah said:

103 Reported by Al-Bukhari, number: 1304; and Muslim, number: 932. Al-
Bukhari mentioned it in "Kitabul Jana'iz", Section: "What Came
Regarding the Punishment of the Grave," section number: 85.

104 Reported by Al-Bukhari, number: 1305; and Muslim, number: 932.
Muslim reported it alone by way of Anas, number: 2874. Muslim also
reported it alone by way of Umar, number: 2873. Al-Bukhari reported it
(i.e., the Hadith of the People thrown in the well), number: 3757; and
Muslim, number: 2875, by way of Abu Talha.
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"It is better that one of you should sit on live coals
which would burn his clothing through to his skin
than that he should sit on a grave."1%5

94. 1t is related from Ugbah bin Amir (radiallahu anhu) that
the Messenger of Allah (sallallahu alaihi wa sallam) said:
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"It is more beloved to me to walk upon burning
coals or a sword, or to sew shoes to my feet than to
walk over a Muslim's grave. And there is no
difference to me to relieve myself in the middle of

105 Reported by Muslim, number: 971; Ahmad, Abu Dawud, An-Nisaa,
and Ibn Majah. Sheikh Al-Albani declared it authentic in "Sahih Al-Jami'",
number: 5042 and in "Sahih At-Targhib wat Tarhib", number: 3563.
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the graveyard or in the middle of the market
place."106
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106 Reported by Ibn Majah, number: 1567. Sheikh Al-Albani
(rahimahullah) declared it authentic in "Sahih Al-Jami", number: 5038.
And he said in "Sahih At-Targhib wat Tarhib", number: 3564: "(reported)

with a 'good' chain of narration."
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CHAPTER 13: THE STATE OF THE PROPHETS
IN THEIR GRAVES

95. It is related that Ana's bin Malik (radiallahu anhu) said
that the Messenger of Allah said:
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"The prophets, may the blessings of Allah be upon
them, are alive in their graves, praying."107

96. It is also related by him that the Messenger of Allah
(sallallahu alaihi wa sallam) said:

t\o

=
o o8P k7 “ ° .

Ll als o s g;1_.2« - ;;J/_..v\ L/L:j &::)‘)J_ﬁ
JES4 US4 I EP PR S S A

"On the night of my ascension, I passed by Musa
and I saw him standing in prayer in his grave, at the
red dune."108

107 Reported by Al-Bazzar in his "Musnad", number: 256; Tammam Ar-
Razi in his "Fawa'id", number: 56; Ibn Asakir in his "Tarikh"; Ibn Uday in
his "Kamil"; and Al-Bayhaqi in "Juz Hayatul Anbiya", page 3. Sheikh Al-
Albani (rahimahullah) mentioned it in "As-Silsilah As-Sahihah", number:
621. -

18 Reported by Muslim, number: 2375; An-Nisa'i, Ibn Hibban, and
Ahmad. See: "As-Silsilah As-Sahihah", number: 262.
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CHAPTER 13: THE STATE OF THE PROPHETS IN
THEIR GRAVES

97. It is related that Abu Hurairah (radiallahu anhu) said
that the Messenger of Allah (sallallahu alaihi wa sallam) said:

"No one sends the salutations upon me, except that
Allah returns my soul to me, so that I may reply the
salutations."10?

98. It is related that Abu Bakr As-Siddiq (radiallahu anhu)
said that the Messenger of Allah (sallallahu alaihi wa sallam)
said:
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"Increase your salutations upon me, for Allah has
entrusted an Angel with me to be by my grave, so if
a person from my Ummah sends the salutations
upon me, then the angel will say: 'O Muhammad! So

109 Reported by Abu Dawud, number: 2041. Sheikh Al-Albani declared it
to be "good" in "Sahih Abi Dawud", number: 2041, and in "Sahih Al-
Jami"', number: 5679.
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and so, son of so and so, just now sent the
salutations upon you."'110

99. It is related from Aws bin Aws (radiallahu anhu) that the
Messenger of Allah (sallallahu alaihi wa sallam) said:
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"Increase your salutations upon me on Jum'ah, for
verily your salutations are presented to me.” The
people said: "How will they be presented to you
when you have decomposed?" So he said: "Verily
Allah, the Most High, has made it forbidden for the
earth to eat away at the bodies of the Prophets."111

g0 W W W R

110 Reported by Ad-Deelami. As it is reported in "As-Silsilah As-Sahihah"
by Sheikh Al-Albani, number: 1530.

11 Reported by Abu Dawud, number: 1047; An-Nisaa'i (1/91-92); Ibn
Majah, numbers: 1636 and 1085; Ad-Darami, and Al-Bayhaqi in "Ad-
Da'wat Al-Kabir" as it is reported in "Hadayatur Rawaat", number: 1310.
Authenticated by Sheikh Al-Albani (rahimahullah) in "Sahih Sunan Abi
Dawud", number: 1047; and see "Al-Mishkat", number: 1316. Sheikh Al-
Albani (rahimahullah) said in "As-Silsilah As-Sahihah", number: 1527:
"An authentic chain of narration."
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CHAPTER 14: THE BELIEVER IN HIS GRAVE
WISHES HE COULD HAVE INCREASED HIS
GOOD DEEDS

100. It is related that Abu Hurairah said that the Prophet
(sallallahu alaihi wa sallam) passed by a new grave, and he
said:

"Two light rakaat of prayer, that you think little of
and perform voluntarily, for this person (and he
indicated towards the grave) to increase his actions
with, is more beloved to him than the rest of your
life in this world (is to you)."'"?

101. It is related that Jabir bin Abdullah Al-Ansari
(radiallahu anhu) said that the Prophet (sallallahu alaihi wa
sallam) said:

12 Reported by Ibn Saa'id in "Zawa'id Az-Zuhd"; Abu Nu'aim in
"Akhbar Asbahan"; and At-Tabarani in "Al-Awsat". Sheikh Al-Albani
(rahimahullah) said in "As-Silsilah As-Sahihah", number: 1388: "An
authentic chain of narration, to the standard of Muslim."
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“When the deceased enters the grave, the sun is
made to appear as if it is setting, and he says: ‘Let
me pray.’"113
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113 Reported by Ibn Hibban (7/385), checking by Shu'aib; Ibn Majah,
number: 4272; and Ibn Abi Asim in "Kitab As-Sunnah", number: 867.
Shu'aib Al-Arna'ut declared it to be "good".
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CHAPTER 15: VISITING GRAVES

102. It is related that Buraidah (radiallahu anhu) said that the
Prophet (sallallahu alaihi wa sallam) taught us that when we
visit graves, we should say,
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“May peace be upon the dwellers of this place;" and
in another narration: "May peace be upon you, O
dwellers of this place, O believing men and women,
certainly, Allah willing, we will join you. We
supplicate to Allah to grant us and you well-
being.”114
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114 Reported by Muslim, number: 975.
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CHAPTER 16: THE PREFERENCE OF CRYING
AT THE GRAVE

103. It is related that Al-Bara bin Al-Aazab said:
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"We were with the Messenger of Allah (sallallahu
alaihi wa sallam), when he saw a group, so he said:
'Why are they gathering?' so it was said: 'They are
digging a grave. So he rushed through his
companions until he came to the grave, and he knelt
in front of it. I stood right in front of him to see
what he was doing. He began to cry until the ground
became wet from his tears. Then he turned to face us
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CHAPTER 16: THE PREFERENCE OF CRYING AT
THE GRAVE

and said: 'O my brothers, prepare yourselves for a
day like this.””115

104. It is related from Hani, the freed slave of Uthman, that
he said:
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“When ‘Uthman bin Affan stood beside a grave, he
would weep until his beard became wet. It was said
to him: “You remember Paradise and Hell, and you
do not weep, but you weep for this?” He said: “The

115 Reported by Al-Bukhari in "At-Tarikh"; Ibn Majah, number: 4195;
Ahmad; Abu Bakr Ash-Shafi'i in "Majlasan"; Ar-Ruyani in his "Musnad",
and Al-Khatib in his "Tarikh". Sheikh Al-Albani (rahimahullah) declared
it to be "good" in "As-Silsilah As-Sahihah", number: 1751, and in "Sahih
At-Targhib wat Tarhib", number: 3338.
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Messenger of Allah (sallallahu alaihi wa sallam)
said: 'The grave is the first stage of the Hereafter.
Whoever is delivered from it, then what comes after
it is easier. If he is not delivered from it, then what
comes after it is harder.” He said that the Messenger
of Allah (sallallahu alaihi wa sallam) said: ‘I have
never seen a horrible sight except that the grave was
worse.”"116
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116 Reported by At-Tirmidhi and Ibn Majah. At-Tirmidhi, Ibn Majah, and
Al-Hakim also related this hadith by way of Abu Hurayrah. Sheikh Al-
Albani (rahimahullah) declared it to be "good" in "Sahih Al-Jami",
number: 5623. Sheikh Mugbil (rahimahullah) declared it authentic in
"Sahih Al-Jami' mimma Laisa fis Sahihain" (2/71) and in "Al-Jami' As-
Sahih" (2/275).
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CHAPTER 17: THE BELIEFS OF AHLUS
SUNNAH WAL JAMA'AH REGARDING THE
PUNISHMENT AND PLEASURE OF THE
GRAVE

Imam At-Tahawi (rahimahullah) said in "Aqgidah At-
Tahawiyah", pages: 390 and 396:

"We believe in the Angel of Death, whom is entrusted
with the taking of the souls of the creation; the
punishment of the grave for the one that is deserving
of that; Munkar’s and Nakir's questioning in his
grave..."

The Scholar of Islam, Ibn Taymiyyah (rahimahullah) said17:

"Belief in the Hereafter involves belief in everything
that the Prophet (sallallahu alaihi wa sallam)
informed us of concerning what will come after death,
so he (the Muslim) believes in the trials of the grave
and the punishment and pleasure of the grave.

“In terms of the trial, then the people will be tested in
their graves. So it will be said to a man: 'Who is your
Lord? What is your religion? Who is your Prophet?’
Allah will make those that believed in the Firm

117 in "Agidah Wasatiyah", as was checked by Zuhair Ash-Shawish, and
printed by Al-Maktab Al-Islami, page: 4039.
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Statement in this life and the Hereafter firm, so the
believer will say: 'Allah is my Lord, Islam is my
religion, and Muhammad is my Prophet.! The
doubtful person, on the other hand, will say: '"Umm,
umm, I don't know. I heard the people say something,
so I said it too.' Then he will be struck with a hammer
made of steel, and he will scream a scream so loud
that everything will hear him, except mankind, and if
they could hear it, they would collapse.

“Then after this trial, there will either be pleasure or
punishment lasting until the Last Day is established
and the souls are returned to their bodies."

Ibn Abi Al-Izz said118;

"The number of narrations from the Messenger of
Allah that affirm the punishment and pleasure of the
grave for whoever is deserving of that, reached a level
that confirms its authenticity beyond a reasonable
doubt, as well as the questioning of the two angels.
Therefore, belief in the existence of these things and
faith in it is obligatory..."

The great scholar Ibn Uthaimeen said in "Sharh Al-Agidah
Al-Wasatiyyah" at Sheikh Ibn Taymiyyah's statement
regarding the punishment and pleasure of the grave:

"There is in it the affirmation of the pleasure and
punishment in the grave, and Allah's Book and the

118 jn "Sharh Al-Aqgidah At-Tahawiyyah", page: 399.
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Sunnah of His Messenger prove this; in fact, we can
also state the Ijma' (consensus) of the Muslims."

From the book "Nathmul Mutanathir min Al-Hadith Al-
Mutawatir" by Al-Katani, page: 38, under the chapter: "What

was Narrated Concerning the Punishment of the Grave," he

"Al-Qadi Iyad said: 'It reached a level of reporters by
which its authenticity is beyond a reasonable doubt
and Ahlus Sunnah (the People of Prophetic
Narrations) have reached consensus concerning it.'
and the author of "Al-Masabih" said: 'If nothing of the
punishment of the grave is true then nothing in the
religion is true.' and he said: 'It reached a level of
reporters by which its authenticity is beyond a
reasonable doubt and was reported by more than 30

companions.'"
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Ibn Al-Qayyim (rahimahullah) said19:

“Issue Eight: Is the statement of the questioner: "What
is the wisdom behind the fact the punishment in the
grave is not mentioned in the Quran, considering the
extreme need to know about it and believe in it, to
warn people and to allow people to protect
themselves from it?’

"The answer is from two viewpoints: the summary view and
the detailed view.

“In terms of the summary viewpoint: Allah, the
Glorified, the Most High, revealed to His Prophet
(sallallahu alaihi wa sallam) two forms of revelation:
the Book and the Wisdom. He, the Most High, said:

{0 ST A B Ty
’And Allah sent down upon you the Book and the
Wisdom.” 120

And He, the Most High, said:
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119 in his book "Ar-Ruh", the Muhammad Ali Subaih Print, page: 110-113.
120 Soorah An-Nisaa (4:113)
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‘He it is Who sent among the unlettered ones a
messenger from among themselves, reciting to them
His verses, purifying them, and teaching them the
Book and the Wisdom. And verily, they had been in
manifest error.” 121

And He, the Most High, said:
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’And remember, that which is recited in your houses
of Allah's verses and the Wisdom.” 122

“The Book is the Quran and the Wisdom is the
Sunnah, by agreement of the Salaf (predecessors).
Whatever the Prophet (sallallahu alaihi wa sallam)
informed about Allah, it is obligatory to affirm and
believe in it, just as it is for that which Allah informed
of upon the tongue of His messenger. This is a
principle agreed upon by all Muslims and only those
not from amongst them deny it. The Prophet
(sallallahu alaihi wa sallam) said: "Indeed, I brought
the Book and the likes of it with it.’

“In terms of the detailed viewpoint: then the pleasure
and punishment of Al-Barzakh is mentioned in the
Quran, in more than one place, from amongst them is
His, the Most High's, statement:

121 Sgorah Jum'ah (62: 2)
12 Soorah Al-Ahzab (33: 34)
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'And if you could but see when the oppressors are in
the agonies of death, while the angels are stretching
forth their hands (saying): "Deliver your souls! This
day you shall be recompensed with the torment of
degradation because of what you used to utter
against Allah other than the truth. And you used to
reject His verses!''123

“This was an address to them at the time of death and
the Angels, who are truthful, informed that at that
time, they will be recompensed with a torment of
degradation. If that was delayed until the end of the
Dunya then it would not be correct to say "today you

will be recompensed.”

“Also from the verses that describe Al-Barzakh is His,
the Most High's, statement:
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13 Soorah Al-An'am (6: 93)
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’So Allah saved him from the evils that they plotted
(against him), while an evil torment encompassed
Pharoah's people. The Fire; they are exposed to it,
morning and afternoon, and on the Day when the
Hour will be established (it will be said to the
angels): ‘Cause Pharaoh's people to enter the
severest torment!”"124

“So, the punishment of the two realms (this life and
the Hereafter) is mentioned clearly so that it could not
be possibly anything else.

“Also from these verses is His, the Most High's,
statement:
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‘So leave them alone till they meet their Day, in
which they will collapse (in horror). The Day when
their plotting shall not avail them at all nor will they
be helped. And verily, for those who do wrong,
there is another punishment before this, but most of
them know not.” 12

This verse could possibly mean the ‘punishment of
murder, for example, in the Dunya, or the
punishment of Al-Barzakh, and the latter is more

124 Soorah Al-Ghafir (40: 45-46)
125 Soorah At-Tur (52: 45-47)
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likely, as most of them died and were not punished in
their lifetimes. It could also be said, and this is even
more likely, that those of them that had died were
punished in Al-Barzakh, and those that remained
were punished in the Dunya by murder or other
things. So it is a threat of punishment in the Dunya
and in Al-Barzakh.
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“And from these verses is His, the Most High's,
statement: “And verily, We will make them taste
some of the minor torment prior to the major
torment, in order that they may return.’126

“A number of people used this verse as a proof for the
punishment of the grave, such as Abdullah bin Al-
Abbas, and there is some substance to it, because this
punishment in the Dunya calls for them to return
from their disbelief, and this was not hidden from the
"Scholar of the Ummah" and the "Explainer of the
Quran," but with his understanding of the Quran and
his precise comprehension of it, he understood it to be
the punishment of the grave, because Allah, the
Glorified, informed that He has for them two
punishments: one major and one minor. Allah
informs that He makes the disbelievers taste some of
the minor punishment so that they may return to

126 Soorah As-Sajdah (32: 21).
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belief. Therefore, this indicates that there remains
some of the minor punishment for them to be
punished after the punishment of the Dunya. This is
why He said: 'some of the minor torment’ and not
‘And verily, We will make them taste the minor
torment,” so consider this. And this is similar to the
Prophet's saying: ‘So a window will be opened for
him to the Hellfire, and some of its heat and hot
winds are brought to him.” and he did not say ‘and its
heat and hot wind are brought to him.” Therefore, that
which reaches him is a portion of that, but more
remains. Those that taste some of the punishment are
the enemies of Allah, and there still remains for them
a punishment that is much greater.
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“Also from amongst the verses that mention
punishment of the grave is His, the Most High's,
saying: “Then why do you not (intervene) when (the
soul of a dying person) reaches the throat? And you
at the moment are looking on. But We (i.e., Our
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angels who take the soul) are nearer to him than you,
but you see not. Then why do you not, if you are
exempt (from the reckoning and recompense), bring
back the soul (to its body), if you are truthful? Then,
if he (the dying person) is from those brought near
(to Allah), (then for him is) rest and provision, and a
Garden of delights (Paradise). And if he (the dying
person) be of those on the Right Hand, then there is
safety and peace for those on the Right Hand. But if
he is from the deniers (of the Resurrection), the
misguided, then for him is entertainment with
boiling water, and burning in Hell-fire. Verily, this
is a certain truth. So glorify with praises the Name
of your Lord, the Most Great.”127

“Here, Allah mentions the rulings of the souls at the
time of death, and He mentions at the beginning of
the Surah the Day of the Great Return and He
mentioned that first to indicate its importance, since it
is more important and more deserving of mentioning.
Allah puts the souls into three categories at the time
of death, just as they will be of three types in the
Hereafter.

“Also from the verses mentioning Al-Barzakh is His,
the Most High's, statement:
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127 Soorah Al-Wagqi'ah (56: 83-96).
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‘O restful soul! Come back to your Lord, well-
pleased and well-pleasing unto Him! Enter amongst
My (honored) slaves. And enter My Paradise!’128

“The Salaf have differed about when this will be said
to the soul. One group says it will be said to him at
the time of death, and the apparent meaning of the
wording supports this view, as it is an address to the
soul that has been separated and removed from the
body; and this is how the Prophet (sallallahu alaihi
wa sallam) explained the verse with his statement in
Al-Baraa's hadith: It will be said to him: 'Come out
pleased and well-pleased with.”! And this will follow
in greater detail when the souls in Al-Barzakh is
mentioned independently, if Allah wills.

“His, the Most High's, saying:

"Enter amongst My (honored) slaves’ corresponds
with his (sallallahu alaihi wa sallam) saying: ‘O Allah,
(make me from amongst) the highest of companions
(in the hereafter).” If you were to consider the hadith
about the punishment and pleasure of the grave you
would find that they elaborate and explain the Quran.
And by way of Allah is the success.”

Ibn Al-Qayyim (rahimahullah) said12°:

"Is the punishment of the grave on the soul and the
body, or on the soul and not the body, or on the body
and not the soul? And does the body share in the

128 (Al-Fajr: 27-30).
12 in his book "Ar-Ruh", the Muhammad Ali Subaih Print, page: 74-76.
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pleasure and punishments of the grave with the soul,
or not?"

The Sheikh of Islam was asked about this issue and we
remember the wording of his answer, he said:

"The punishment and the pleasure are on the soul and
body together by agreement of Ahlus Sunnah wal
Jama'ah. The soul is given bliss or is punished
separately from the body, and the soul is given bliss
or is punished whilst connected to the body and the
body connected to it, so the pleasure and torment of it
whilst in this state is upon both of them, just as it is on
the soul while it is separated from the body.”

Is the punishment and bliss for the body and not the soul?
There are two famous opinions from the People of Hadith
and Sunnah and Ahlul Kalam (People of Rhetoric), and there
are anomalous opinions, not from the opinions of the People
of Hadith. For example: the opinion of those that say that the
pleasure or the punishment only happens to the soul, and
the body does not receive pleasure or punishment. This is
said by the philosophers that deny the resurrection of the
bodies. They are disbelievers by consensus of the Muslims.
Many of the People of Rhetoric from amongst the Mu'tazilah
and others are also of this opinion. They are the ones that
acknowledge the resurrection of the bodies, but they say:
that is not in Al-Barzakh; that is only at the time of being
raised from the graves. They only deny the punishment of
the body in Al-Barzakh and they say that it is the soul that is
punished or given bliss, then when the last hour is
established, the soul and body will be punished together.
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This opinion is held by some of the Muslims from amongst
the People of Rhetoric, the People of Hadith and others, and
it is the choice of Ibn Hazm and Ibn Murra. This opinion is
not from the three anomalous opinions, rather, it is
connected to the opinion of those that believe in the
punishment of the grave, acknowledge the Day of Judgment,
and affirm the resurrection of the bodies and souls. This
group has three opinions regarding the punishment of the
grave:

The first: that the punishment occurs to the soul only.

The second: that the punishment happens to the soul and
the body, by way of the soul.

The third: that it occurs only on the body.

In addition to that is the second opinion and that is the
opinion of those that affirm the punishment of the grave but
regard the soul to be life force. The anomalous opinions are
of those who completely deny the punishment of the bodies
or completely deny the punishment of the soul. Therefore,
there are three anomalous opinions as the second opinion is
also anomalous, i.e., the opinion of those that say that the
soul does not experience the bliss nor is punished, as the
soul is only the life force. And this is the opinion of some of
the groups of the People of Rhetoric from amongst the
Mu'tazilah, and Ash'ariyah, like Al-Qadi Abu Bakr and
others, who deny the continuance of the soul after it is
separated from the body. This opinion is void, and a number
of his companions disagreed with him on this, like Abu Al-
Ma'ali Al-Juwaini and others. In fact it is affirmed by Quran
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and the Sunnah that the soul does remain after it is
separated from the body and that it is given bliss or it is
punished. The divinity philosophers acknowledge that but
deny the resurrection of the bodies, whilst those from the
Mu'tazilah and Ash'ariyah acknowledge the resurrection of
the bodies but deny the resurrection of the soul, or its
pleasure or punishment without the body. Both of these
opinions are wrong and misguided, but the opinion of the
philosophers is further from the opinion of the people of
Islam, even if those that agree with them believe that they
are practicing Muslims or they believe that they are from
amongst the people of knowledge, mysticism, investigation,
and rhetoric.

The third anomalous opinion is the saying of those that say
there is no pleasure or punishment in Al-Barzakh; in fact,
that will not occur until the great hour is established.
Therefore, they are similar to those from amongst the
Mu'tazilah, and their like, that deny the punishment and
pleasure of the grave, based on their view that the soul does
not remain after its separation from the body, and that the
body is not pleasured or tormented. So all of these groups
are misguided regarding the issue of Al-Barzakh, but they
are not all better than the philosophers, as they believe in the
Great Resurrection.

So, if you know these false opinions, then also know the
opinion of the Salaf of this Ummah and its leaders: when a
person dies, he is in bliss or torment and that occurs to his
soul and body, and that the soul continues, after it is
separated from the body, to be pleasured or punished and
that it is sometimes connected to the body. And that the
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punishment or pleasure happens to the body also with the
soul. Then when the Great Day of Judgment is established,
the souls will be returned to their bodies and they will raise
from their graves for the Lord of creation.

The resurrection is something agreed upon by the Muslims,
the Jews, and the Christians.
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CONCLUSION

I ask Allah, the Great, to benefit Islam and the Muslims with
this book and to add it to my measure of good deeds on the
Day of Judgment, and to aid the truth and its people and to
nullify the falsehood and its people.

I ask Allah to save us from punishment of the grave and the
punishment of the fire, and we ask Him for Firdaus, the
highest level of Paradise, the everlasting abode.

May Allah bless our Prophet, Muhammad, his family, and
his companions, and grant them great peace.



